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268 Reverend Ezra Fisher 

(Continued from page 176, June Quarterly) 

Clatsop Plains, Oregon, March 1, 1849. 
Rev. Benj. M. Hill. 
Dear Brother: 

In this I will give you a journal of my tour through the 
Willamette Valley last June and July. 

June 13th, 1848. — Preached at my north station, four miles 
from my residence, to an attentive assembly and attended S. 
S. and Bible class. We seemed to enjoy more than a usual 
degree of the divine Presence. In the evening walked three 
miles to the landing for these plains, seven miles southwest 
from Astoria. Here we spent an hour in social prayer with 
six or eight professors, among whom were two who have re- 
cently professed a hope in Christ. Conversed with Mr. L. 
on the importance of publicly putting on Christ by baptism. 
He assured me that he is only waiting for the returning 
health of his wife that she may accompany him. 

19th. — Left the Scippanouin'^" landing for the Willamette, 
in company with a party of fifteen, in a large canoe. The 
morning was delightfully serene and the Columbia, here 
eight miles in width, formed one vast mirror reflecting the 
light, the imagery of towering hills and stately forest trees 
everywhere skirting and often overhanging its bold and pre- 
cipitous shores. This day by alternate sailing and rowing or 
paddling, we made our way up the stream forty-three miles; 
and, just as the sun was concealing his golden beams behind 
the accumulation of lofty hills, we sought and found a camp 
on a rocky shore at the base of a steep mountain side loaded 
with heavy forests and almost impenetrably bestudded with 
vines and shrubbery. Here we kindled our fire, took such re- 
freshments as we had provided for the journey, committed 
ourselves to the care of Him who spreadeth out the heavens 
as a tent and laid our weary bodies down under the starry 
canopy to rest for the night, as is our uniform custom in 
journeying on this mighty river. 

22d. — ^This morning at eight reached Linnton, a small town 



i6o Skipanon, on Clatsop Plains. 
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of six or eight log cabins situated on the west bank of the 
Willamette six miles above its junction with the Columbia 
and twelve S. W. from Fort Vancouver.'*' Here I left my 
partyfor Tualatin Plains, ten miles S. W. My way lay over 
high hills and through a dense forest. About twelve reached 
the house of my esteemed friend and brother, David T. 
Lenox. Here I was received with truly Christian hospitality. 
Four of his children have publicly put on Christ during the 
last year. In the afternoon visited the school which I taught 
in the summer of '46, now taught by a worthy Br. Ford, 
formerly from N. Y. 

23rd. — Met delegates from six churches, and by request 
preached on the importance of brotherly love. Was called 
to the chair and, after long but friendly deliberation on the 
subject of the connection of churches with missionary bodies, 
an association was organized, consisting of five churches, 
under the name of the Willamette Baptist Association, leav- 
ing each church free to act at pleasure on the missionary 
question. Oh, how deeply ought Christians to humble them- 
selves in view of the thought that so many of our dead breth- 
ren are so slow to awake and put on their strength and 
come up to the great battlefield of Zion's King! May the 
love of the gospel soon bring all our churches to a union of 
sentiment and action on this great practical subject. 

24th. — This day has been one of hard labor and, I trust, 
of some humble, fervent prayer. It does my soul good to 
see some manifest marks of discipleship in the midst of 
error. A spirit of kindness has been maintained while there 
has been very little yielding of principle. On the whole, the 
best work done this day has been the discussing and acting 
on the subject of the importance of liberating the ministry 
from wordly care and encouraging them to work in Christ's 
harvest field. Br. Vincent Snelling was appointed to travel 



i6i Linnton was laid out in the winter of 184.1-4. and a road cut out from it 
to Tualatin Plains. Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. 1:413. It languishes in competition 
with Portland. 

(P. H. Burnett and Morton M. McCarver, pioneers of 1843, were the town 
proprietors. — George H. Himes.) 
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and preach twelve months in the Willamette Valley, and 
nearly $100 was subscribed on the spot for that object. This 
is our commencement of the book of acts. May its records 
be greatly enlarged each coming year. 

25th. — Sabbath. Preached to an unusually large concourse 
for Oregon from Heb. 12:28, "Wherefore we, receiving a 
Kingdom which cannot be moved," etc. Theme, Peculiarity 
and Immutability of Christ's Kingdom. Br. Johnson fol- 
lowed and continued the subject. The fixed attention of the 
congregation indicated that they were instructed on sub- 
jects of infinite moment. May God apply the word with 
saving effect to some souls! 

26th. and 27th. — Prepared the minutes for the press and 
preached to a small collection in Tualatin Plains. 

28th. — Rode ten miles to Mr. Clark's camp ground,'*^ 
where a camp meeting was commencuig, and at two P. M. 
preached on the importance of relying entirely upon the 
means of divine appointment in laboring for Zion's enlarge- 
ments ; Zion's strength rests alone in Zion's King. Some seri- 
ous impressions had been made during the meeting of our 
Association, and it was evident that some few souls were con- 
cerned for their future state. 

29th. — Rode ten miles and visited Elder Porter's'*3 family 
and affectionately recommended to the young members the 
Pearl of Great Price. 

30th. — Rode 28 miles from Tualatin Plains to Oregon City 
Country interspersed with prairie oak and fir openings and 
occasionally a belt of half a mile of heavy timber; under- 
growth, hazel bush, some of which grows 15 feet high and 
large enough to be used for making brooms'^4; hills high on 
approaching the river. 



1 52 The site of the present Forest Grove. 

163 Rev. William Porter (1803-1872) came to Oregon from Ohio in 1847 and 
settled in Washington County on a farm. He preached mostly for the West Union 
and Forest Grove churches. Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore. 1:58. 

164 The author frequently used the hazel to make brooms and coarse brushes 
for the use of his own family. 
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July 2d. — Preached for Br. Johnson, and after preaching 
Br. Johnson baptized a sister in the Willamette, a large con- 
course of citizens witnessing the scene, which was solemnly 
interesting. In the afternoon visited and addressed the Union 
S. school. Br. Johnson's meeting house enclosed except win- 
dows, but yet unpainted. 

3rd. — Rode 15 miles up the east side of the Willamette to 
the Molalla River. Visited an anti-missionary Baptist min- 
ister '*5; found him antinomian in doctrine. Spent the night 
with Br. Cornelius and wife. The plains on this stream 
(Molalla) are sufficiently large to afford a good settlement. 
Here are some eight or ten Baptist members and a church 
will probably soon be constituted.'** 

4th. — Rode 25 miles through a rolling open country, inter- 
spersed with prairies. The way lay back of the main French 
settlement, the Roman stronghold of Oregon. ■*' Spent the 
night with a Br. Hunt and family, with whom I became ac- 
quainted fifteen years ago in Indiana. Br. H. is some ten 
miles from any other Baptist family of kindred spirit on the 
subject of Christian enterprise and about twelve miles from 
Salem.'** How important that Christians should always, 
especially in new countries, select their place of residence 
in reference to their usefulness and Christian privileges. 

5th. — Rode ten miles to Br. Matlock's, another brother 
with whom I labored in Indiana, one and a half miles from 



i6s Possibly Rev. Isom Cranfill. — George H. Himes. 

i66 The date of the organization of the Molalla church, the editors have not 
been able to find. It was admitted to the Willamette Association in 1851 (Minutes 
of the Association of 1851), but was in existence at least as early as September, 
1849, and had been organized after this lett«r was written, probably in the spring 
or summer of 1849. Had it been organized by March, 1849, the author would 
probably have mentioned it in his journal, and it is mentioned in his journal of 
S«ptember, 1849, as having been organized. 

167 This French settlement is usually called French Prairie, because first set- 
tled by French Canadians formerly in the employ of the Hudson Bay Company. 
Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. 1:70. 

168 Salem was laid out on lands belonging to the Oregon Institute shortly 
after the removal of the latter to Salem in 1844. Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. 1:223. 
There had been a settlement there from an earlier date. 



272 Reverend Ezra Fisher 

Salem.'^s Visited his family and in the afternoon visited the 
Oregon university or, in other words, the Methodist Insti- 
tute, now in operation under the superintendence of Rev. 
Mr. Wilbur.'7o His daughter performs the duty of teacher 
at present. I learn they are expecting a teacher from the 
States the coming year. The school at this time occupies 
the place of a common school, but meets the wants of the 
village and surrounding country. The buildings are of wood 
and have been erected at an expense vastly disproportionate 
to the present demands of the country. Yet, feeble as the 
school has been, doubtless it has proved a blessing to Ore- 
gon and will ultimately reward the denomination for all the 
needless expenditures. Its site is eligible, on the east bank 
of the Willamette about forty miles above Oregon City. 

6th. — Rode twenty miles up Mill Creek to the north fork 
of the Santi Am River, visited two families and attended 
the funeral of a young married lady with whom I traveled 
on our way from the States. Made a short address and of- 
fered up a prayer at the grave. 

7th. — Rode sixteen miles, after fording the river, to the 
middle fork and preached to an interesting collection of people, 
some of whom rode from three to twenty-five miles to hear 
preaching. 

8th. — Crossed the middle and south forks ; the latter stream 
is nearly as large as the Mohawk River. Rode 15 miles to the 
church on said stream and preached at 12 (noon) to the 
church.'7i 'pijjs church is situated in the midst of the richest 



169 This was W, T. Mfatlock, who was a member of the state legislature in 
185 1. History of Pacific Northwest, compiled by North Pacific History Company, 
1:326. He later lived near Clackamas Station in Clackamas County. 

170 The Oregon Institute, the forerunner of the present Willamette University, 
intended at first as a school for the children of Methodist missionaries, was organ- 
ized early in 1842. Bancroft, Hist, of Ore, 1:201-203, 222. 

Rev. James H. Wilbur, (1811-1887) came to Oregon in 1847. His daughter 
was later the wife of the Rev. St. M. Fackler, an Episcopal clergyman. — W. D 
Fenton, Father Wilbur and His Work, in Ore. Hist. Sac. Quar. X, 2; p. 17. 

171 This was probably the Santiam Baptist Church (at Sodaville, Linn Co.), 
which had been organized by Rev. H. Johnson that same summer. Mattoon, Bap. 
An. of Ore. 1:8. 
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and most delightful portion of Oregon. Perhaps a more 
picturseque scenery cannot be found in North America. The 
church is small, but its members are fast prospering and wish 
to work for good while they work for themselves ; and under 
a faithful ministry we might reasonably hope for happy re- 
sults. This is about 65 miles above Oregon City in the center 
of the Willamette Valley and a few miles below the termina- 
tion of future steam navigation, in the vicinity of water power 
to almost any extent. I was strongly impressed with the 
thought that near this place was perhaps the most favorable 
point in the whole country for the location of an instittuion of 
learning for our denomination. By the recent developments 
of gold in California these convictions are strengthened. 

9th. — Brother Snelling and myself both preached and ad- 
ministered the sacrament of the supper. Congregation good 
for so new a country, but no unusual interest apparent. 

10th, Uth and 12th. — Visited; viewed the surrounding 
country. 

13th. — Rode thirty miles to Salem, and spent the night 
with Br. Matlock. 14th. — Crossed the Willamette and rode 
about 30 miles over a rolling prairie and open country to the 
south fork of the Yam Hill; visited two families, but noth- 
ing of special interest occurred. 

15th. — Rode 14 miles. My way lay along the Yam Hill 
bottom lands; soil luxuriantly rich and large fields of wheat 
of enormous growth were now waving their long golden ears 
to the gentle breezes that glide over the plains. Met the 
Yam Hill church at the time of their monthly meeting and 
preached on the occasion at the house of Br. Miller,'''^ an 
ordained minister from Missouri. 16th. — It being Lord's 
day, Br. Snelling and myself both preached to a large con- 



ies This was Rev. Richard Miller, who came to Oregon in 1847. Maltoon, 
Bap. An. of Ore. 1:5, 59- 
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gregation for the sparseness of the settlement, and at night 
I rode home with Br. Snelling. How distressing the thought 
that in all my travels in the Willamette Valley I have found 
no Baptist Sabbath school above Oregon City. My spirit is 
deeply afflicted with the thought that the children of Bap- 
tist families and others have so few opportunities for religious 
instruction. One Sabbath each month they may hear a sermon 
preached; and then there are few books, except the Bible, 
adapted to instruct the youthful mind in morals and religion, 
while the temptations to visit and rove the plains in diversion 
are many and powerful. I long for the faithful S. S. teachers, 
with their neat little library of books, to direct the youthful 
mind in the ways of virtue and wisdom. 

17th. — Rode 30 miles, crossed the two remaining forks of the 
Yam Hill River, passed through Chehalum Valley,'73 visited 
two Baptist families and spent the night on the south fork 
of the Tualatin River with an interesting Baptist family. 

18th.— Visited Rev. Mr. Clark in Tuality Plains. Near his 
residence he, with the assistance of a few benevolent friends, 
sustains a school called the Oregon Orphans' Asylum.'74 This 
school will probably become in some future day a literary in- 
stitution for the Congregational denomination. Rode 14 miles, 
visited two families and arrived at Br. Lenox's. 

20th. — Walked 28 miles to Oregon City.'J's Spent the re- 
mainder of the week in visiting in the city and vicinity and 
in preparing to go down the river. 23rd. — Preached twice for 
Br. Johnson. Congregation moderately good. 24th. — Left 
Oregon City for Clatsop on board the launch of the unfor- 
tunate ship Peacock. '76 



173 The Chehalem Valley was settled as early as 1834 or 1835 by Ewing 
Young, who had accompanied Kelley to Oregon. Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. 1:92. 

174 This was the forerunner of Pacific University. 

175 Oregon City at this time, according to Dr. Atkinson, had 120 houses. 

176 The U. S. S. "Peacock," of the Wilkes exploring expedition, was lost at 
the mouth of the Columbia July 18, 1841. Bancroft, Hist, of N. W. Coast, 11:532. 
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28th. — Reached home; found my dear wife just recovering 
from a painful illness occasioned by an abscess in the right 
breast. It, however, pleased our Heavenly Father to spare 
her life and that of our little son, now eight weeks old. 

Clatsop Plains, March 1st, 1849. 

Dear Br. Hill: 

I wrote you one letter under date of Sept., 1848, and for- 
warded on board the brig Henry bound for San Francisco. 
I have written you three since and forwarded to San Fran- 
cisco on board the Mary Cadell. She left about the first 
of Feb. I hope these will reach you by mail; one of them 
contained my report of 19 weeks up to Feb. 2, 1849. With 
this journal I shall send you a letter under date of Feb. 8, 
1849, on the subject of a literary institution. Accompanying 
the package which I send you on the Mary Cadell were the 
following in answer to letters received by boxes of goods 
last Sept. : Two sheets to members of Deep River Baptist 
Church, Connecticut, under date Oct. 12, 1848. One to Sarah 
L. Joslin, East. Jeffry, N. H., Oct. 12, 1848. One to Rev. 
Joseph Stockbridge, N. Y., Oct. 14, 1848. One to Mrs. 
Elizabeth N. Jones, Weston, Mass., Oct. 17, 1848. One to 
the Baptist church in Amenia, N. Y., Oct. 18, 1848. One to 
Rev. Reuben Winegar, Rensselaerville, Albany County, N. 
Y., Oct. 21, 1848. One to the Elmira and South Port church, 
Chenango County, N. Y., Oct. 18, 1848. One to East Greene 
church, Chenango Co., N. Y., Nov. 12, 1848. One to James 
Cowan, 119 Ludlow Street, N. Y., Jan. 24, 1849. One to Rev. 
Ira M. Allen, N. Y., Feb., 1849, and a package to Timothy 
Taft under various dates, Clinton, Oneida Co., N. Y. I trust 
they will all reach their places of destination. 

I shall leave in a few days for San Francisco, if Provi- 
dence wills, and shall probably spend three or four months 
in California. Br. Johnson advises to this course in view of 
the unsettled state of things at present in Oregon. You will 
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hear from me again soon, if life is spared. The goods which 
you forwarded on the bark Undine were lost. You will 
probably draw to the amount on the insurance office and 
forward the same articles again. 

I will here insert a small bill of articles which were over- 
looked in making out the bill forwarded you last month. I 
hope it will reach you before you fill that bill, that you may 
put them up together: 

1 leather travelling trunk, 2 pairs small shoes for child 
2 yrs. old, 1 coffee mill, lace for eight or ten ladies' caps, 2 
pair of ladies' dark kid gloves, rather over medium size, 1 
dress shawl, worsted, 1 Latin dictionary, 1 Virgil with clavis, 
1 pair spectacles, for Mrs. Fisher, set in silver, 4 rolls of 
black quality binding about one inch wide. 

N. B. — Should this bill not reach you before you fill the 
bill last ordered, you will probably forward these articles 
with other articles which you may forward for the mission- 
aries. 

P. S. — I shall report up to the first of April in a few 
weeks and hope to be able soon to let you know the state of 
things in California. Br. Johnson writes me that probably 
nine-tenths of all the men in Oregon will go to the mines in 
California next summer. '77 I think this a large estimate. 
Gold is found in small quantities in several places in Oregon, 
and the prospects are said to be most promising on the 
Santi Am River. Whether it will be found sufficiently abun- 
dant to justify working is yet uncertain.'^s No doubt our 
government will order a geological and mineralogical sur- 
vey of California and Oregon Soon.'79 Such a work would 
greatly aid emigrants in deciding the place of their loca- 
tions. We need an unusual degree of grace to enable us to 



177 The author was right. Probably about two-thirds of the young and mid- 
dle-aged men went. F. G. Young, Financial Hist, of Ore., in Ore. Hist. Soc. Ouar. 
VII:373- 

178 Gold was already found in small quantities in the gravels on the Rogue 
River, and along the Willamette. George H. Himes. 

179 This survey was not made, although it was later agitated, especially by a 
Mr. Evans. — George H. Himes. 
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be successful in the great work of the gospel ministry in 
the midst of the unparalleled excitement which reigns 
through the entire community. Sometimes I almost de- 
spond in view of the present and coming scenes. All ar- 
ticles of living are high — food, raiment and labor. Oregon 
is almost empty of goods. Farming is being neglected to 
an alarming extent. All improvements in mills and me- 
chanics' work is about to be suspended and the rage is for 
gold and how men can reach the mines. It will cost prob- 
ably two or three times as much in dollars and cents to 
support a family here this year as last. Yet we hope that in 
a year or two things will become more settled and the facili- 
ties for doing good will be much increased. All reports rep- 
resent the moral condition of California alarmingly deplor- 
able. Gambling, drunkenness and violence reign. 

Yours, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received July 3, 1849. 

Sullivan's Creek, a fork of the Terwallomy, 

May the 12th, 1849. 
Dear Mrs. Fisher: 

Colonel Hall and Edward Lenox, being about to return to 
Oregon, I take my pen to write you a line. My health is 
very good, through the tender mercies of Almighty God. 
Yet our work is quite laborious at present and we get but 
little gold in comparison to those who dug six or eight weeks 
a^o. Mr. Stone and myself are boarding with Mr. Jeffrie 
at three dollars per day. We expect to move camp in a few 
days to the bars on the large streams. We may go south to 
the Terwallomy, or we may go north toward the American 
Fork. I cannot tell when I shall leave for home. Should 
providence smile on my health, I think of staying till we can 
get on the bars and till I can make enough to help the family 
to some of the comforts of life. I have seen men take out 4, 
6, 8 and 12 ounces in a day since I have been here, while 
others within ten steps would not pay their board and work 
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hard. I think the climate tolerably good, but washing day 
after day with feet and hands in the water, and drinking to 
intoxication and carousing through the night and sleeping 
like pigs in the dirt, will generate disease in any climate. I 
do not know whether it will be necessary for me to send 
you any funds before I return. Should I conclude to stay 
till July or August, and I have a good, safe conveyance, I 
will send you $100 or $200. If you need anything to make 
yourself and the children comfortable and can get a credit 
till I come, do not let the family suffer. We hope to find 
better diggings as soon as the rivers fall. We have a toler- 
able variety of provisions in the mines, but it is not like 
home. We have few religious privileges in the mines, and 
nothing would induce me to spend three or four months in 
the midst of profane swearing, drunkenness, gambling and 
Sabbath breaking but the hope of providing for my dear 
family, and that, too, while California and Oregon are in a 
state of confusion. Next year probably these privileges will 
be measurably past. We shall hardly expect to get any let- 
ter from you till I go to San Francisco. I wish you would 
write me to that place, to the care of Dr. C. L. Ross, and 
let me know what articles of clothing and groceries the fam- 
ily will need and I will do as well as I can for them. I 
spend little time in thinking about moving while I am work- 
ing hard every day but the Sabbath. I hope to see you in 
August or the fore part of September at the farthest. Pos- 
sibly in July. I would like to see you all and enjoy the so- 
ciety of my family and neighbors a few days at least; but 
I hardly dare to think of it now. Give my best respects to 
Mr. Robinson and wife. I shall never forget their great 
kindness, and should like to be their future neighbors, if 
God so directs. 

You can have no adequate idea of the vast influx of popu- 
lation from all parts of the world to California. Do not 
have Lucy Jane teach and work at home so as to make both 
you and her sick. I hope Timothy will do well and take 
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good care of the garden, so that I can have a few good vege- 
tables when I get home, and I will make him a little yellow 
present. Ann Eliza and Sarah Josephine must be good 
scholars and help Mother do the work and Father will re- 
member them. Kiss Francis Wayland for me. I suppose 
he is beginning to go alone. May God bless you all and 
hasten the time when we may meet in peace and enjoy the 
comforts of life. 

Benjamin Woods, together with several other of our Ore- 
gon men, was killed by the Indians a few weeks ago on the 
American fork. But we have no fear from the Indians in 
this part of the mines. 

Yours in haste, 

EZRA FISHER. 

Terwallomy River, two miles above the mouth of Sulli- 
van's Creek, July 1st, 1849. 
Dear Mrs. Fisher: 

I wrote you about one week ago by a Mr. Smith of Ore- 
gon, who will soon leave the mines homeward bound. But 
Mr. Bird, being about to leave tomorrow, I deem it a pleas- 
ure to spend a few moments in communicating to my dear 
family. I am usually well, although somewhat poisoned 
with ivy. Stone is well; also all the Oregon men with us, 
except Mr. Bird. He is now recovering from an attack of 
the flux. I should have left with him, if I had two or three 
hundred dollars more. But the time for digging on the bars 
of the rivers is near at hand. I have incurred the expense 
and fatigue of the journey and to all probability this is the 
last year that the mining business in California will break 
up the farming and mechanical pursuits in Oregon, and, as 
we very much need a few hundred dollars to settle ourselves 
comfortably, educate our children and to aid in promoting 
all the interests of Zion on the Pacific Coast, I think I shall 
stay till perhaps the first or middle of next month, if my 
health will allow me to continue to dig. But should I feel 
any strong indications of approaching sickness, I should 
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embrace the first favorable opportunity of leaving the mines 
and reaching home in safety. I am heartily tired of the 
mines. I sometimes think they may be truly called the gam- 
bler's and drunkard's heaven and the Christian's banishment. 
How long I should be willing to remain in this imprison- 
ment for the benefit of myself and family I know not. One 
day I look towards the place of all my domestic attractions 
and Christian relations and long for a release. I then think 
I will not be a fool and entrust the education and support 
of a rising family to the charity of the Christian public, or 
to the slow and hard earnings of my hands at home, while 
six, eight, ten and sometimes twenty and even more dollars 
can be made here per day clear of expense at a season when 
society is literally broken up in Oregon, and California too. 
As far as my friends advise here, they recommend me to stay 
two or three months at least, and then they say they will go 
with me. I expected to do no great things in mining when 
I gave you the parting hand. I have not been disappointed. 
Yet to all human appearances I have done better than I 
should have done to have remained in Oregon. The weath- 
er for the last week has been very warm, the thermometer 
rising in the shade during the heat of the day to 106 degrees 
and in the sun to 119 degrees, but yesterday and today it is 
quite comfortable. We lay by about three hours in the heat 
of each day. If you can live comfortably till I return, I 
would rather Lucy Jane would study than teach, yet I 
would have you consult the good of the neighbors' children 
as well as that of our own. I hope Timothy will improve 
some in arithmetic and grammar, if he can, after doing the 
necessary work for the family. Should you need flour or 
anything else, I think you can get it on a short credit and 
I will cheerfully pay it on my return. Keep Ann Eliza and 
Sarah Josephine at their books part of each day if you can. 
Kiss little Francis Wayland Howard for me. I want to see 
you all very much. May God bless us all with life and 
health and prepare us for a happy and prosperous meeting. 
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Tell Widow Bond I have sold her gun tolerably well and 
hope she will be benefited by it on my return. I can hardly 
expect to be favored with so rich a blessing as a letter from 
you till I reach San Francisco. I have written you five or 
six letters since I reached that place. I almost envy you the 
peas, potatoes, onions, gooseberries, strawberries, etc. I 
hope you enjoy them all well, as well as the milk and butter 
and eggs. Tell Timothy to save the oats and peas in Mr. 
Robinson's bam if he can. Do not forget to remember me 
affectionately to him and all the family. I should have writ- 
ten Mr. Perry before this, but all my time is occupied, and I 
have somewhat expected that he would be in the mines be- 
fore this time. Mining business is generally very dull; per- 
haps half the miners are doing but little more than paying 
expenses. Give my respects to all the friends. Write me 
at San Francisco and let me know what groceries and cloth- 
ing the family will need the coming winter. 

Your affectionate husband and father, 

EZRA FISHER. 

To Lucy Fisher and all the children. 

Mrs. Lucy Fisher, 
Clatsop Plains, Oregon. 
To be left at Astoria, care of Mrs. Ingles. 

San Francisco, Cal., July 18, 1849. 
Rev. Benj. M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Brother: 

In a letter of the 29th of February I think I gave you my 
apology for visiting California and going to the mines. I 
now wish to say that my stay in the mines was a little 
more than eight weeks, in which I am not conscious that I 
have performed any essential service to the cause of Christ, 
farther than that my influence went to suppress the out- 
breaking sins of those with whom I associated. During 
those eight weeks I preached but two Sabbaths, and I sup- 
pose these were the only sermons which have ever been 
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preached in the mines. My present haste forbids my giving 
you at this time anything more than a brief outHne of the 
state of things morally in the mines. A large majority in 
the part of the mines where I worked were from the Span- 
ish-American republics and soldiers and sailors, many' of 
whom had either deserted from our country's service or run 
away from merchant vessels. The various countries of 
Europe, the Pacific isles and China, as well as several states 
and territories of our own nation, were represented. Pro- 
fanity, Sabbath breaking, gambling and drunkenness reign 
unrestrained. Every trading shop within my knowledge 
sells intoxicating spirits, and most of them suffer gambling 
tables. Perhaps there is not a place on the face of the 
earth where gambling is conducted on so large a scale. It 
may be said in truth that thousands of dollars are some- 
times won at one table in a night. Many of the laborers dig 
through the day and at night change their gold into coin 
and gamble it away before they sleep. In short, the mines 
may, with some degree of propriety, be called the gamblers' 
and drunkards' heaven. And to crown the scene, the Chris- 
tians' Sabbath is the great day of trade and bull fighting and 
drunkenness and licentiousness. Professors of religion sell 
more ardent spirits and provisions on that than any other 
day in the week. I went to the mines principally to raise 
something to give my family the bare comforts of life, hop- 
ing, however, that I might in some measure unite bodily 
labor with duties of the ministerial office. God has merci- 
fully blessed me with about $1000 worth of gold, and to all 
probability, if I had stayed three or four months longer and 
had been blessed with a continuance of my health, I might 
have raised from $2000 to $4000 more. But an abiding con- 
viction of the duty I owe to the cause of Christ in Oregon 
has induced me to direct my attention to the appropriate 
field of my labors as soon as I could place my family above 
immediate want. I have been in this place ten days await- 
ing a vessel for Oregon. I shall sail tomorrow or next day. 
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I supplied Br. Wheeler's'®" place in this town last Sab. while 
he is making a visit (and I hope an important one) to Pueblo, 
about 40 or 50 miles south of this place. One important 
object he has in view is to secure, if possible, a site for a 
literary institution. The location must be favorable if se- 
cured. 

Wrote you on the 29th of Feb. last, at which time I made 
my report up to that time and, as I left before the middle 
of March, I shall not think of being chargeable to your 
Board till the time I arrive again at my own home. It af- 
forded me great pleasure to meet Br. Wheeler and wife as 
missionaries at San Francisco, when I reached here last 
April. He needs at least three or four able, efficient fel- 
low laborers.'*' I hope your Board have them already un- 
der appointment. For my part, I think my first business 
after reaching home and spending a week or two in Clatsop 
will be to visit the Willamette churches and endeavor to do 
something with the friends of education by way of agreeing 
upon a site and securing it for an institution of learning for 
the denomination in Oregon. 

I have just received a letter from my dear wife inform- 
ing me of the arrival of several boxes and a barrel of goods 
at Oregon City, directed to me; also one box directed to 
Elder Johnson. I shall attend to that business as soon as 
possible and acknowledge the receipt of the goods donated 
by letters to the donors. I answered most or all of the let- 
ters of which you speak in your last during last winter and 
you have probably received the answers before this. Many of 
our Oregon men are returning from the mines and I fondly 
hope the great gold excitement will gradually abate in Ore- 
gon from this time. Yet it is hard to predict what will be 
the end of this unparalleled state of things. I understand 
that Br. Snelling is at the mines. An excellent brother in 
Oregon has given me the assurance that he will join me in 



i8o Rev. O. C. Wheeler arrived in California in February, 1849. Bancroft. 
Hiit. of Calif. VII:727. See also note 148. 

181 Two oth«r missionaries for California were appointed by the Baptist Home 
Mission Society in 1850. — Bap. Home Uistions in N. Am. 1832-1883, f>. 339. 
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purchasing two claims side by side and donate in common 
with me the necessary amount of land for the site of an 
institution and do all in his power to carry the work forward, 
if I will go into the enterprise and move to the spot. He 
has just carried home with him more than $4000 in gold 
dust and coin. The question with me is whether I may 
enter into this work without diminishing my usefulness as a 
faithful minister. We may act too precipitously on this 
subject. Should we take action on this subject before the 
immigration from the States reaches Oregon and lands take 
a great rise, as they have already done in California, I trust 
your Board will at least acquiesce in the movement and in 
that event have a suitable man ready for the mouth of the 
Columbia. 

Yours, 

EZRA FISHER. 

Oregon City, Nov. 14, 1849. 
Received Sept. 13. 
Rev. Benj. M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. Missionary Society. 
Dear Brother: 

I shall employ my leisure moments during a few evenings 
to transcribe my journal of a tour from my former residence, 
up the Columbia River and through the Willamette Valley 
in August, September and October last. Aug. 26th. — 
Preached to an interesting congregation at Clatsop Plains af- 
ter an absence of five months in California. Found it truly 
pleasant to meet the few members of the church and address 
them on the subject of the importance of fortifying the 
youthful mind against the temptations peculiar to the Coast 
and solemnly warned the youth of their great danger. 29th. — 
Left my family for a tour through the Willamette Valley. 

Sept. 4th. — This day reached Oregon City, after a journey 
of almost an entire week of laboriously pulling the oar by 
day and sleeping on the ground by night, which is no un- 
common occurrence to those travelling this route. Found 
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the Baptist cause in this city somewhat improved and the 
territorial legislature, in which are two of our Baptist 
brethren,'** in session, and, providentially falling in with two 
other brethren from the country, we held an interesting con- 
ference on the subject of the necessity of taking action for 
the establishment of a literary institution in Oregon and, 
preparatory to this work, unanimously agreed to call a meet- 
ing of friends of education in the denomination to be held 
in this place on the 21st and 22d days of the present month. 
This city, situated immediately below the great falls of the 
Willamette, at the head of which two saw-mills, with two 
saws each, and two flouring mills,'*^ are kept constantly 
employed, begins to assume a business like appearance. The 
town contains ten or twelve drygoods stores, a variety of 
mechanic shops, five places of public worship — Methodist, 
Baptist, Congregationalist, Seceder'** and Roman Catholic — 
and a population of about six hundred souls. At present 
this is the most important place in the Territory and it will 
always form the great connecting link between the Willam- 
ette Valley and the Pacific Ocean. Here I spent four days 
in visiting families and the members of the legislature. 

8th. — Travelled 16 miles to the small church on the 
Molalla over a rolling country interspersed with forests of 
fir and open lands generally set thick with ferns and scat- 
tering grass. Soil generally good, but settlements few. 
9th. — Preached to an interesting congregation on the Molalla 
prairie. This church, numbering about eight members, has 
had preaching but a few Sabbaths since its constitution. 
Manifest a laudable desire for a stated ministry and are 
willing to contribute liberally, in proportion to their numbers, 
for its support. 



182 These two Baptist members of the legislature were probably R. C. Kinney 
•nd W. T. Matlock, members of the House. Rev. H. Johnson was chaplain of the 
House. Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. 11:72; 1:633; II:i43- Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore 
In the first reference in Bancroft the initials of Matlock seem to be wrongly given 
as W. S. The manuscript records of the Oregon City church show W. T. Matlock 
to have been a member there. 

183 The two flour mills were owned, respectively, by Dr. John McLoughlin 
»nd the Oregon MilUng Company. The sawmills were apparently also owned by 
them and connected with the flour mills. Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. 11:2-5. 

184 The Seceders were the New School Presbyterians. 
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10th. — Travelled up the Willamette Valley about 25 miles, 
crossing four of the branches of Pudding River, all incon- 
siderable streams. The face of the country is generally 
about as level as the gently rolling prairies of the Mississippi 
Valley, except for a few points of hill in passing out of the 
Molalla prairie. Soil variable; generally good, yet occasion- 
ally inclining to be wet and clayey. Settlements sparse in 
the morning, but in the afternoon more compact. Spent the 
night with a brother formerly from Iowa. He is settled on 
the southwest border of Howell's Prairie, 12 miles N. E. from 
Salem and, far removed from church privileges, thirsting for 
the golden waters. It is to be lamented that Christ is too 
far thrust aside. Oh ! "What shall it profit a man if he 
gain the whole world and lose his own soul?" 

11th. — Rode ten miles to Salem, a small town on the east 
bank of the Willamette, containing some twenty families. 
Here I visited two Baptist families who seem desirous of 
seeing the cause promoted in their place and have secured 
two town lots for church purposes, should they be needed 
for that object. '*s This is the point where the Methodists 
have located their literary institution. The school at this 
time numbers about 70 children of both sexes. This place 
has a commanding central position in the Willamette Val- 
ley, and will probably become a place of some importance in 
future years. At present the health of the place is question- 
able. We hope the day is near when an efficient Baptist 
church will be gathered in this place. In the evening rode 
ten miles up the valley of Mill Creek through a picturesque 
and fertile part of the country; spent the night with a Bap- 
tist family who have been halting on the subject of mission 
measures, but are now desirous of having a church consti- 
tuted in their settlement, which may be done in a few 
months, if we can find any preacher who can visit them 



185 A Baptist church was organized in Sal«m in November, 1850, but seems 
not to have survived. It was revived in 1859. Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore. I:i7, 
141. See also the letter of Aug. 23, 1853. 
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even monthly.'** There are some eight or ten Baptist mem- 
bers in the settlement. 

12th. — Traveled 23 miles this day over some of the most 
delightful part of Oregon; my way lay along the borders of 
the timber skirting the Willamette, crossing successively the 
Santiam and Callipooia rivers. In passing the Santiam the 
foot of the mountains recedes from the river and the prairies 
on the east open out to ten or twelve miles in width and 
forty or fifty miles in length, except as the streams are 
sometimes skirted with rich groves of fir and oak. The 
valleys of these streams sometimes penetrate far into the 
bosom of the mountains, affording some of the richest and 
best watered lands in the world. Farther east the mountains 
rise, pile above pile, till at last may be seen some six or 
seven lofty conical peaks, raising their summits far into the 
region of perpetual snow. At one view the eye can survey 
the luxuriant plains with their meandering streams, the ever- 
varied mountain side clad with dense forests of evergreen 
firs and the still more lofty snow-capped mountains, around 
whose sides the clouds sport in wild confusion. Perhaps no 
part of the world can exhibit, at one glance of the eye, so 
admirable a combination of the beautiful, the grand and the 
sublime. 

13th. — Spent the day in examining the country in refer- 
ence to the location of an institution of learning. I never 
travel through this portion of the valley without being for- 
cibly impressed with the thought of the almost incomparable 
beauty and grandeur which must strike the eye and cannot 
fail to inspire the heart of every beholder, when civilization 
shall have taxed all the resources of these plains and moun- 
tains. How important then that the character of the crowds 
that must soon people this valley should be formed by the 
precepts of our Holy Law-giver! 



i86 This was probably the nucleus of the Shiloh (Turner) Baptist Church, or- 
ganized August 31, 1850. Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore. 1:9. 
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14th. — Visited a small church on the south fork of the 
Santiam.'*7 Find the few brethren ready to do something 
liberal for the preached Word and in anxious expectation to 
welcome Br. Cheadle, our colporter missionary, who has al- 
ready arrived safe in the valley.'** 

ISth. — Travelled 25 miles to Mill Creek to meet a Sabbath 
appointment which I left as I passed up the valley. 

16th. — Preached to an interesting congregation and enjoyed 
a good degree of consolation while they listened atten- 
tively to the Word. 

17th. — Having returned as far as Molalla, I preached at 3 
P. M. to a small congregation of people, and on the 19th 
reached Oregon City. 

Sept. the 21st. — The friends of education convened, and 
after the preaching of a short sermon the convention was or- 
ganized by calling Br. Hezekiah Johnson to the chair and 
electing myself clerk. But a few persons were present; but 
all seemed impressed with the conviction that the time had 
arrived when God in His providence called on us as a de- 
nomination to take prompt measures to establish a perma- 
nent school under the direction and fostering care of the 
Baptist churches in Oregon. 

22d. — Convention met; I again preached, after which the 
convention originated the Oregon Baptist Education Society 
and adjourned the meeting to the Church in YamHill County 
on the 27th. 

23d. — Spent the Sabbath with the church in the city and 
twice addressed the people. Congregation good. Spent the 
remainder of the week in visiting the church in Tualatin 
Plains and preached twice on the Lord's day. This church 
have in their bounds an ordained minister of excellent char- 
acter, but unable to devote much of his time to the minis- 



187 This was probably the Santiam Baptist Church, at Sodaville, Linn County. 
It was organized in 1848 and became extinct about 1857. Mattoon, Bap. An. of 
Ore. 1:8. 

188 Rev. Richmond Cheadle, 1801-1875, was born in Ohio and came to Oregon 
from Iowa in 1840. He was at this time colporter for the American Baptist Pub- 
lication Society. Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore. 1:70. 
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try.'*' The church wants and needs a man of more ability 
who can devote his time to the great work of preaching the 
gospel. A faithful minister might, the first year, expect 
from this church his family provisions, except groceries, and 
perhaps more. Your Board would do well to appoint a mis- 
sionary for that church and vicinity. This church is situated 
in the midst of an interesting farming country and within 
from two to eight hours' ride of all the small towns rising 
up on the Willamette from the Falls (Oregon City) to its 
lower mouth, including Vancouver on the Columbia River. 
This church is the oldest and, in truth, at present the most 
promising church in the territory, having a number of in- 
teresting young men. 

25th. — Rode to YamHill Church to prepare for the meet- 
ing; visited several families. 26th. — Visited three families, 
among whom I met with a man apparently near the eternal 
world, yet he seemed unwilling to have his mind led to the 
subject of his spiritual welfare. I gave him a few words 
of advice and left him to his own reflections. Oh, how 
obvious it is that man naturally has no love for God ! . . . 

27th. — Met the friends of education, one member from 
each church except the Molalla church being present. After 
a long and friendly deliberation, it was agreed to locate the 
institution on the east bank of the Willamette River, about 
eight miles above the mouth of the Callipooia River, and 
about seventy above Oregon City. The Education Society 
appointed a Board of Trustees for the institution and the 
Board appointed me to take charge of the school and re- 
quested me to remove as soon as practicable to the place 
and open a school. Measures were also taken to raise $2000 
for the purpose of erecting suitable buildings and to meet 
the other necessary expenses. 28th. — Returned to Oregon 
City through an interesting, picturesque country of prairie 
and timber forty miles; visited one family on the way and 
reached the house of Br. Johnson late at night almost over- 



189 This was probably R<T. William Porter. See note 163. 
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come with fatigue of body and anxiety of mind. We have 
assumed vast responsibilities, yet our strength is weakness 
and I fear but a very few realize the amount of responsi- 
bilities we have assumed; and then we must take one man 
in part from the appropriate duties of the ministry till we 
can obtain relief from the States. Yet we cannot do less, if 
we do anything. The public will have no confidence in our 
meeting and passing resolutions while we do not act. Schools 
are greatly needed; our hope of successful operation in Ore- 
gon is in the youth. Other denominations are in advance of 
us, and the Romans are already at work. Well, by the g^ace 
of God, without which we are nothing, we must try. Pres- 
ent emergencies alone reconcile me to the task. I shall 
probably be called to preach almost every Sabbath and have 
thrown under my immediate instruction a portion of the 
most promising youth in the Territory. I confidently hope 
relief will be speedily sent from the States in the person of 
a well qualified professional teacher to fill the place. 

29th. — Attended the monthly meeting of the church at 
Oregon City, preached on the occasion, and on the 30th 
preached again. The subject, The Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. Congregation attentive. In the evening addressed 
Br. Johnson's Sabbath school. 

Oct. 15th. — Having succeeded in procuring a passage 
down the river, I went on board a whale boat, the best 
method of conveyance we have as yet on our waters, and 
commenced my journey homeward. 19th. — ^After four days 
of hard rowing and three nights' lodging on the ground, I 
Reached home and found my family in usual health and en- 
joying the smiles of a gracious providence. The scenery 
along the Columbia from the mouth of the Willamette down- 
ward is highly romantic. For the first sixty miles the bot- 
tom lands spread out from one to eight or ten miles in 
width, interspersed with prairies covered with the most lux- 
uriant grasses and weeds, but subject to occasional inunda- 
tions in June and July. The timber of these bottom lands 
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is willow, balm of Gilead, alder, fir, oak and some maple and 
ash. Much of this land is sufficiently elevated to admit of 
settlement. Immediately back of these bottoms and not un- 
frequently approaching- the river's edge rise the low moun- 
tains, sometimes rather abruptly, but seldom precipitously, 
from 1000 to 5000 feet, groaning under a dense forest of 
evergreen, fir, spruce and cedar, interspersed with maple and 
alder. Lower down the river the mountains occasionally 
arise from the water's edge with great abruptness and some- 
times raise their basaltic walls like perpendicular battlements 
500 or 600 feet, from whose heights the timber lands rise 
with a gradual ascent and, during the rainy season, drain 
their waters in imposing cascades over these buttresses of 
nature into the bosom of the noble river whose rolling 
floods perpetually wash their base. As you approach nearer 
the ocean the scenery becomes more imposing. The river 
widens into a broad sheet from six to fifteen miles in width, 
the high hills on either side, with, however, many exceptions 
rise abruptly from the water's edge and, clothed with their 
evergreen forests, present an imposing contrast to the wide 
spread expanse of waters pent up at their bases. Nor does 
the grandeur of the scene decline till this vast accumulation 
of water loses itself in the Pacific, where may be seen, to 
the astonishment of the beholder, the warring of mighty 
waters as they meet and dash their angry spray from the 
summits of mighty billows, bidding defiance to all the in- 
ventions of man. 

No doubt that the great commercial emporium of Oregon 
must rise into being in the vicinity of this imposing scenery; 
and conditions are rapidly working to bring about the com- 
mencement of this work. Milling companies are being 
formed with a large capital for the erection of both water 
and steam sawmills, and other mills are being erected; town- 
sites are selected and the rage for speculation in town prop- 
erty is fast ripening into a mania. May God grant that the 
children of light may be wise and prepare to follow thii 
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extraordinary spirit of enterprise with the spirit of the gospel. 
Yours in gospel bonds, 

E. FISHER. 

Oregon City, Ore., Nov. 31st, 1849. 
Rev. Benj. M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Br. : 

After a long delay in consequence of our unsettled affairs 
as Baptists in Oregon, and the multiplicity of cares that 
come upon me, both of a religious and domestic character, 
by means of my absence in California, I now take my pen 
in hand to write you as near as possible the present state of 
things with us and to answer a few of your inquiries. And, 
first, I will acknowledge the receipt of a list of letters which 
I have received from you: One under date of July 20th, 
1848; one July 29, 1848; also the box of goods enclosing 
with them the bill of lading. Goods were received in good 
order. With this I have an inventory and bill of lading of 
goods shipped on board the Serampore. One under date of 
Aug. 8th, 1848, and with it, I think, a commission No. 1281, 
April 1, 1848. Also a commission for Elder V. Snelling, 
Br. Snelling is yet in the gold mines and will not probably 
return until next spring, consequently he will not be able to 
fill that appointment. One under date of October 2, 1848; 
one from Jas. M. Whitehead, Nov. 1st, 1848; one from your- 
self under date Nov. 1, 1848, accompanying an invoice of 
goods shipped on board the bark Whiton, Roland Gelston, 
master, with the bill of lading. Goods all arrived safe and in 
good order, except that the shoes and donation goods had 
become somewhat moldy — not materially damaged. Also 
one under date of Nov. 2Z, 1848. I have just written and 
forwarded a letter to Rev. S. S. Cutting, editor of the N. Y. 
Recorder; also one to the ladies of the First Bap. Church 
in N. Y., acknowledging receipt of their valuable donation. 

On the twenty-third of August I arrived in Clatsop Plains 
from California, after a passage of twenty-six days. Found 
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my family in good health. I immediately entered upon the 
duties of a missionary and, after preaching one Sabbath, left 
home on a tour in the Willamette Valley. On reaching this 
city I found two of our brethren in the legislature and two 
more from the country present. Upon deliberating upon the 
importance of immediate action on the subject of locating 
and putting into operation an institution of learning under 
the direction of the denomination, it was agreed to call a 
meeting to be held at this place on the 21st and 22d days of 
September to take action on the subject. The meeting was 
accordingly held and an educational society was formed; but 
in consequence of the small number in attendance the meet- 
ing was adjourned to the 4th of October to the YamHill 
Church. At that meeting every church in the Territory but 
one was represented, and the convention voted to locate the 
institution on the Willamette River about 70 miles up the 
river from this place and appointed a brother to repair im- 
mediately to the place and secure the site. It was then un- 
derstood that the land was vacant. The convention also ap- 
pointed Rev. Richmond Cheadle to labor two months for the 
purpose of raising two thousand dollars for erecting a school 
house and covering other necessary expenses. The conven- 
tion also invited me to move to the place and take charge of 
the school and voted to pay me $400 and to request the 
Home Missionary Society to continue my appointment with 
the usual salary of $200, regarding that amount as barely 
sufficient to sustain my family for the year. Solely from the 
consideration of the fact that the exigency of the case seemed 
to demand immediate action, and we have no man in Ore- 
gon but myself to whom our brethren are willing to look 
to fill his place till a competent teacher can be found and 
sent us from the States, I thought it best to comply with 
the call. The convention also instructed me to correspond 
with you on the subject of engaging a well qualified teacher 
to take charge of the school. We hope to be able to pay a 
teacher $800 salary. Thus you perceive the reason whv I ad- 
dress you from this place. I have just arrived here with my 
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family. We have just learned that the site on which we 
have fixed for the location of our institution is not vacant 
and we have concluded to spend the winter in this place. I 
shall open a school here within a few days and preach in 
this place and the adjoining towns on Sabbaths. I think it 
rather probable the result will be that we shall finallv locate 
our school in the immediate vicinity of this city. Public 
sentiment of our wiser brethren seems to be setting strongly 
this way. By the opening of the spring the question will be 
decided whether we locate permanently at this place or in 
the center of the Willamette Valley. We hope to be able to 
buy the lands and erect the first temporary buildings and 
perhaps support our first teacher without calling on the lib- 
erality of our eastern brethren directly for funds. But we 
must look to you for a competent teacher qualified to teach 
the Latin and Greek languages, natural science and mathe- 
matics, and it will be very desirable if he could teach music 
Money is plentiful''" in this country and education is held in 
popular favor. Our plan will be to find some Baptist friends 
who will buy and hold a claim of 640 acres and donate a por- 
tion of it for a site now while land is cheap. Will you find 
us a teacher and send him to our assistance as soon as a 
properly qualified one can be obtained? My removal from 
the mouth of the Columbia renders it important that your 
Board find a young man of talent and appoint him to labor 
at Astoria and Clatsop Plains. A man is also much needed 
in the church in Tualatin Plains. The church in that place 
will supply a minister's table from the first and the place is 
important in location. I shall report at the expiration of 
this quarter for all the time I have served as missionary 
since I returned from California, but I shall forward you a 
portion of my journal the next mail. 

I am much interested in the private letter. Almost all ar- 
ticles of drygoods sell at from 100 to 300 or 400 per cent ad- 

190 The increase in the supply of money in Oregon was, of course, the result 
of the California mines. Some gold was coined in Oregon City, and Mexican and 
Peruvian silver dollars had come in large quantities. Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. 
11:52-55- 
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vance on the market prices in New York. Farming uten- 
sils, castings, especially stoves, tinware, nails, crockery, pat- 
ent pails, washtubs, brass kettles and household furniture of 
kinds sell very high, and all kinds of fabrics made of 
leather (shoes, boots, saddles, bridles, etc.), ready-made 
clothing, calicoes and all kind of cotton goods, flannels, silks 
and fashionable woolen goods for ladies' clothing, woolen 
hose and half hose, etc. I hope your friend still continues of 
the same mind. I think I can find a faithful, experienced 
Baptist brother who will like to embark in the business. He 
is now in California for his stock of goods. His name is 
Levi A. Rice, formerly from Ohio, whose moral character 
stands high. Should your friend wish farther information 
and still wish to do something through the medium of 
trade for the moral and religious conditions of Oregon, I hope 
God will open the door for him. We have also another 
brother of good standing and also an attorney-at-law who is 
about entering into trade in this place, who no doubt might 
be induced to enter into this kind of business. Freight from 
San Francisco to this place costs as much as freight from N. 
Y. to this place. Your friend will readily see the advantage 
of shipping directly to the Columbia. Our merchants all 
trade through California. Consequently it is their policy to 
discourage all capitalists in eastern cities from embarking 
directly in the Oregon trade. Oregon has sufifered long 
from this selfish policy. 

Yours with Christian esteem. 

EZRA FISHER. 

Received Feb. 9, 1850. 

Oregon City, Jan 8tb, 1850. 
Dear Br. Hill : 

. . . You have probably learned before this that I am 
at this place engaged in teaching and preaching. A convic- 
tion of duty rather than a desire to change has brought me 
to this place and this employment. At this period in my life 
I have not the most distant desire to engage in teaching and 



296 Reverend Ezra Fisher 

thus abate my ministerial labors. But the time has evidently 
come when we, as a denomination, must act in reference to 
securing a site and putting into operation a school or we lose 
an important kind of influence with the rising generation, and 
even with the present acting community. 

The public are asking for schools and will have them. If 
then we select our site and leave the schools to spring up 
hereafter, the public will repose no confidence in our enter- 
prise and other denominations will educate not only the chil- 
dren generally, but even those of our Baptist families. And 
then we need, very much need, some benevolent object 
around which we may rally the denomination, and I know 
of no one benevolent object in which they will so readily be 
brought to harmonize and which will serve as a precursor 
to all the benevolent enterprises of the gospel as an institu- 
tion of learning under the control and instruction of Baptist 
men and dependent on the denomination for support. If we 
undertook the work, I felt fully assured that I must give a 
portion of my time at least to the work till such time as 
we could secure the labors of a professional teacher from the 
States. Again, should the Lord of all hearts convert our 
children and they look to the work of the ministry, they 
must either enter upon that work uneducated, or we must 
provide the means of education for them in Ore.<jon. Wc 
cannot expect to send our sons back across the Rocky Moun- 
tains or by way of the ocean to the States to be educated, 
and they are fast growing up around us. With these and 
many other considerations rushing upon my mind, I was 
led to the conviction that it was my duty for the time being 
to enter upon the work of teacher as well as preacher till 
we can be supplied from other sources. Perhaps Br. John- 
son and myself will be enabled to perform nearly as much 
ministerial labor and sustain the school, if it is continued in 
this place, as we should if I had continued at Clatsop, al- 
though I left that place at last with great reluctance. We 
shall probably finally fix upon a site for our institution im- 
mediately adjoining this city plat, about half a mile from the 
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river on a point which will have a commanding view of the 
river below and a portion of the city as soon as the timber 
is removed. We have provided for forty acres of land.''' I 
suppose Br. Johnson has given you the particulars. I there- 
fore will leave this subject for the present. 

I have rather a promising school.''^ How long it may re- 
main so is with the All Wise to disclose. We shall much 
need classical books, such as are in use in our best schools in 
the States, among which we must have a few Latin and 
Greek grammars, lexicons and such preparatory books as 
are required in fitting for college in the old States. Also 
Roman and Greek antiquities and classical dictionaries. We 
hope to make arrangements as soon as we can to order such 
books as we shall need. But should you find any liberal 
friend of education in Oregon, I hope you will do something 
for us by way of securing a few books of the above descrip- 
tion. 

We intend to make vigorous efforts the coming summer to 
erect a good wooden school house, perhaps with two apart- 
ments and a boarding house, notwithstanding the enormous 
price of lumber and all building materials and labor. Lum- 
ber is now worth $100 per thousand feet; carpenter's labor 
is worth from $8 to $12 per day. Flour is worth $25 per 
.barrel, potatoes $4 per bushel and all other provisions pro- 
portionately high. You will readily see that all our expenses 
must be very high, and there is no immediate prospect of 
their becoming lower. All kinds of labor are richly reward- 
ed except that of preachers and teachers. 



191 This was on the Ezra Fisher Donation Land Claim, which adjoins on the 
east the town site of Oregon City. The author, Rev. H. Johnson and J. Jeffers 
bought the right to this tract of over 600 acres, and the author obtained a patent 
to it from the government. See his letters of March 20, 1850, and Nov. 12, 1850. 
The purchasers agreed to give the college a tract, and fifty-one acres were later 
deeded to the trustees of Oregon City University, under which name the institu- 
tion was chartered. Some of the timber on the claim was very large. One red fir 
measured soo feet in height. 

The view mentioned included the Willamette River and three snow-capped 
peaks — St. Helens, Adams and Hood. 

192 A niece of Hezekiah Johnson had taught a private school in the church 
building for several months, sometime previous to this. Besides the author's school 
there were at this time only three other schools in the town — two under Roman 
Catholic auspices, and a private school for girls under Mrs. N. M. Thomtoo. St« 
letter of Feb. 8th of thii year. 
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Our Board of Trustees have requested me to ask that your 
Board of the H. M. Soc. continue to appoint me with a salary 
of $200, in addition to what I shall receive for teaching, as 
they expect I shall preach nearly every Sabbath and spend 
some time in visiting the churches and attending public 
meetings. Your Board should not neglect a single month to 
secure a suitable man for the mouth of the Columbia River 
and to have him on the way immediately. The place is too 
important to be neglected. 

Accept, dear brother, my grateful acknowledgement of the 
clothes you sent me. They fit well and are the best I have 
to appear in public in. The Lord grant you your reward. 
The clothing we have received from the States has been of 
essential service to my family, and I know not how I should 
have been able to have sustained my family without them. 
Let our friends know that partially worn woolen clothes 
aid us in publishing the gospel in this new and neglected 
territory. 

I wrote you last about the 8th and 9th of Nov. and then 
thought I should have forwarded these sheets in a few weeks, 
but the labors of my school and other duties have prevented 
till the present. You will soon hear from me again on the 
subject of your friend's commercial enterprise and by way 
of my report, etc. 

Yours affectionately, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received, April 6, 1850. 

Oregon City, Jan. 26, 1850. 
Rev. Benj. M. Hill. 
Dear Brother : 

Your letter of June, blank day, 1849, and June 28th, were 
received on the 18th inst., acknowledging the receipt of sun- 
dry letters from me, one of which contained an order for 
goods. I trust you have filled the bill and forwarded the 
goods, with the replacing of those lost on the Undine. I 
think rather unfavorably of the Undine wreck, falsely so 
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called, and I have not unbounded confidence in Capt. Gelston. 
He presented a friend of mine with an order on me for 
freight on the goods you shipped by him for me to Cali- 
fornia, after giving you a receipt on the bill of lading. The 
order was not paid and I presume he will not present me 
with his bill as I retain his receipt in the bill of lading. I 
wish to give you a statement of facts relative to our mis- 
sionary affairs in Oregon. When we came to Oregon, Ore- 
gon City was the only place worthy the name of a town in 
the whole Territory. Br. Johnson seemed providentially 
thrown into this city. I was providentially thrown into Tu- 
alatin Plains. I explored the settled part of the country 
generally, and in view of the fact that Br. Snelling being placed 
at YamHill, a place somewhat central in the Willamette Val- 
ley, and in view of the prospect that a place of importance 
would soon rise at the mouth of the Columbia, Br. Johnson 
complied with my suggestion that it was important to fill 
that opening. I removed to Astoria, but finding little could 
be done there till commerce increased, yet being conscious of 
the importance of the point prospectively, I removed eight 
miles to Clatsop Plains, where we have a few good members, 
thinking to labor there till circumstances should favor an at- 
tempt to build up an interest at Astoria. Things were new, 
everything was to be done, both in the way of providing for 
my family, for common schools and for the cause of Christ. 
The means of subsistence, except clothing and mechanics' 
labor, were cheap. We knew the policy of your Board in 
relation to the amount they give to aid the churches in sus- 
taining each missionary and, in the main, we approved of it. 
We could not expect any very rapid changes in the settle- 
ment of our territory, so far removed from all other settle- 
ments. Yet we were confident that our position was of great 
importance. Our brethren were generally men who had re- 
ceived their religious training in the West and knew but 
little of system in the support of the ministry and indeed 
had not yet generally learned the importance of ministerial 
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support. Were we to ask the Board for $600 salary, that 
would appear like an enormous expenditure in comparison to 
the relative results and importance of the field. We, there- 
fore, concluded that to abandon the field would be disastrous 
and: our only alternative, in view of all circumstances, would 
be to practice economy, even to parsimony, and, while the 
country was new, to meet the necessities of our families, 
which remained unprovided for by the Board and our breth- 
ren and friends, by our own industry and that of our families 
till we could have time to correct false views in our brethren 
here and the age of the country would insure us entire sup- 
port. I know not how it has been with Br. Johnson, but I 
have never attempted to conceal from your Board the fact 
that sheer necessity impelled me to labor, working with my 
hands to supply my immediate wants. Had you forwarded 
to me the $200 in cash, that sum would not have bought $65 
worth of clothing and groceries in N. Y. My only alterna- 
tive seemed to be to order goods for my family supplies. 
This process has taken from one to two or three years to 
get our returns. With this state of things I have been in- 
clined to wait with patience. Could we have received our 
pay from N. Y. at your prices at the end of each year, we 
might have been able to give ourselves mostly to the gospel 
ministry up to the time of the commencement of the gold 
excitement. Since that time changes have gone on with un- 
paralleled rapidity, till the time has now come when, instead 
of $200, it would require $1800 to $2000 to give my family a 
comfortable support at Oregon prices. Gold is found so 
abundant that our men will go and get it in preference to 
farming their rich lands, till potatoes are worth $5 per bushel 
and flour is from $25 to $30 per barrel, and all kinds of living 
extravagantly high. Gold is found on the Umpqua and 
Rogue rivers in Oregon, so that our men will probably mine 
near home next summer. '93 We therefore expect a great in- 



193 Mining was just beginning in these valleys. The summer of 1850 saw two 
hundred miners at work in the Umpqua Valley, but the real boom came some time 
later. Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. II;i84-i86. 
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flux of population into our Territory the coming year."* 
Farming will revive and sawmills will be multiplied through 
the country bordering on our navigable waters. We confi- 
dently hope for a more settled state of things and expect our 
pel. I could now settle myself in Tuallity Plains and have 
my family table supplied, excepting groceries. Then $200 
brethren will soon become liberal in the support of the gos- 
or $300 would meet all my expenses, by ordering my cloth- 
ing and groceries from N. Y. But we must have a school, 
and our brethren think my duty calls me to take charge of it 
till you can send us suitable teachers. I may realize about 
$1000 per year for teaching, if we continue the school in this 
place, and be able to preach every Sabbath. Next week the 
friends of education meet at this place and no doubt they 
will agree in opinion with Br. Johnson and myself on the 
place of location. We have forty acres of land cleared from 
all incumbrances immediately adjoining the city plat for the 
site, and can build within half a mile from the Willamette 
River on a commanding eminence. In the event of my teach- 
ing, Br. Johnson will travel through the Willamette Valley 
the coming season and I shall spend my Sabbaths with this 
church and at Milwaukie,'95 a business place springing up six 
miles below this place on the river. My first quarter of the 
school will close next week. School has been large and I 
have been compelled to call in the aid of my eldest daughter 
part of the time. We shall continue the school in the Bap- 
tist meeting house'*^ till next fall or the spring following 
and, in the meantime, we shall make an effort to build a good 



194 S«e note 154. 

195 Milwaukie, only recently laid out, had a population of 500 in the fall of 
1850. Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. 11:251, quoted from Oregon Spectator, Nov. 28, 1850. 

196 Among th« pupils who attended the school while it was still held in the 
meetinft-house were Theodore Matlock, Almond B. Holcomb, William G. Welch, 
Isaac Holman, John Welch, F. Dillard Holman, E. M. White, W. L. White, Lucy 
Jane G. Fisher, E. T. T. Fisher, Ann Eliza Fisher, Franklin Johnson, W. C. John- 
son, Annie Abernethy, Abner P. Gaines, Noble W. Matlock, Jane Matlock, Ellen 
Matlock, William Bullack, William Cason, Adoniram Cason, James Cason, Maria 
Morfitt, William Morfitt, Julia A. Johnson, Charlotte Johnson, Amy Johnson, Sarah 
Josephine Fisher, Lucy Moore, Rebecca Parrish, Pauline Tompkins, Helen Tomp- 
kins Josephine Hunsaker, Horton Hunsaker, Jacob Hunsaker and Medorem 
Crawford. — Recollections of W. C. Johnson and W. G. Welch. 
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school house, with two apartments, on the contemplated 
site, although lumber is from $100 to $150 per thousand feet 
and carpenter's and joiners' labor is from $8 to $12 per day. 
Cannot some friends furnish us with a bell weighing from 
100 to 400 pounds ? You may learn by the bearer of this that 
a large company is forming, or rather is formed, to build up 
a town immediately adjoining Cape Disappointment with 
steam mill, steam boat,''' etc. This is adjoining the point 
which the government will first fortify on the north side of 
the Columbia at the entrance from the ocean. The enterprise 
will probably succeed, not however to the prejudice of As- 
toria. I am pained in spirit every moment I think of that 
point (at the mouth of the Columbia) being left destitute of 
a Baptist minister. Your Board cannot be too forcibly re- 
minded of the importance of early occupying that part of 
the field. The N. Y. of Oregon must spring up in that vi- 
cinity very soon. The first steamer which comes into the 
Columbia to run between this city and the mouth of the Co- 
lumbia will stop the shipping at Astoria. We have a 
small church at Clatsop Plains, not quite extinct, which 
would receive a minister and do what they can for his sup- 
port. If we had a man at the mouth of the river now, a 
block 200 feet square and located in the most favorable part 
of this new town, called Lancaster, would be donated for 
church purposes. Elder Snelling is in California and I 
learn that he has made arrangements to move his family to 
that territory. '9^ He has not labored under the commission 
you sent me. We feel that we must have a missionary or 
two more for the Willamette Valley. One is needed at 
Salem on the east side of the river and one on the opposite 
side of the river with the Rickreal Church or the YamHill 
Church. 

Yours affectionately, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received May 8, 1850. 



197 This was later known as Pacific City, then Unity, and then Ilwaco. — G. H. 
Himes. 

198 Snelling died in California in 1855. Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore. 1:44. 
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Oregon City, Oregon Ten, Feb. 8th, 1850. 
Rev. Benj. M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Br. : 

I take my pen in hand to give you the Constitution of the 
Oregon Bapt. Educational Soc, together with a few of the 
resolutions passed at the late meeting of its Board held in 
this city Feb. 2nd. As we have as yet no means of publishing 
the proceedings of our meetings, we must transcribe and send 
all our proceedings in letter form : — 

Constitution of the Oregon Baptist Education Society as 
adopted by convention, Sept. 22, 1849. 

Art. 1st. — This Society shall be called the Oregon Bapt. 
Education Society. 

Art. 2nd. — ^The objects of this society shall be to promote 
the cause of education generally; to locate one literary in- 
stitution, or more, for the benefit of the Baptist denomi- 
nation in Oregon Territory; to appoint a board of trus- 
tees for each of the same; to hold such board or boards 
responsible for the faithful execution of the trust commit- 
ted to them; to aid in the education of indigent pious youth 
of promising gifts in our churches and to raise funds to carry 
into effect the above named objects. 

Art. 3rd. — ^The officers of the Society shall be a President, 
Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and five Directors who 
shall constitute a board for the transaction of business, all 
of whom shall be members of regular Baptist churches, and 
three of whom shall form a quorum whose respective duties 
shall be the same as those usually exercised by officers of 
the same name in similar societies, who shall be chosen an- 
nually, but shall hold their offices until their successors are 
chosen. 

Art. 4th. — ^Any person may become a member of this So- 
ciety by subscribing to this Constitution. 
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Art. Sth. — This Society shall hold its annual meetings at 
the time and place of the annual meetings of the Willam- 
ette Baptist Association. 

Art. 6th. — It shall be the duty of the President to call 
special meetings of this Society at the request of any two 
members of the Board. 

Art. 7th. — The officers of this Society shall be empowered 
to regulate their own meetings and to make their own by- 
laws, not inconsistent with this Constitution. 

Art. Sth. — This Constitution may be altered or amended 
at any annual meeting of the Society by a vote of two- 
thirds the members present. 

In view of the improbability of securing the property 
where the locating committee had fixed for the site of an 
institution and in view of the manifest providences of God, 
the Education Society convened Feb. 3d. Elder H. Johnson 
called to the chair. Moderator prayed. On motion it was 
voted to reconsider so much of the proceedings of the So- 
ciety as it related to the location of an institution of learning 
in the center of the Willamette Valley. 

After hearing proposals from the brethren who had pur- 
chased the Barlow claim in reference to this object, it was 
unanimously voted to locate the Baptist institution on the 
forty acres of the above named claim immediately adjoining 
the city plat of Oregon City.'S" The site will command an 
excellent view of the river below the town and the lower 
part of the city. Providence has seemed to close up almost 



199 The tract is now known on official maps as the Ezra Fisher Donation Land 
Qaim, and adjoins tlie Oregon City Claim on the east. No college buildings were 
ever erected there. The building, as recorded later in these letters, was put up in 
Oregon City. 

This Baptist institution was only one of a number of Christian denominational 
institutions which were projected in these days when the state had as yet failed to 
provide adequately for public instruction. Some of these institutions died early; 
others, as at Monmouth and Corvallis, were merged into state institutions. A few 
survive as Christian academies and colleges. 

Among those which perished were the Clackamas "female seminary" at Oregon 
City, a college at Eugene, and academies at Sheridan and Santiam. Among the 
surviving schools are Willamette University, Pacific University, Albany College, and 
McMinnville College. To this last was turned over the remnant of the property 
of that Oregon City college, whose early history is given in these letters. 



Correspondence 305 

every other favorable point and open up this point unan- 
ticipated by all and unsought, and by this means throw us 
as a denomination in juxtaposition with the Romans, and 
in the only position where they may be successfully met. 
Here they are making great efforts to secure the work of 
educating the children and youths of our city and surround- 
ing country. They have erected a nunnery about 70 feet 
by 30, two and one half stories, with a school in operation 
under a lady superior and five assistant sisters of charity 
and have about sixteen or twenty female children from fam- 
ilies in our city. One of the priests teaches all the male 
scholars he can draw under his instruction, which, by the 
way, have been very few (not more than 8 or 10) since I 
opened my school. My school the last quarter numbered 
more than fifty. 

We have also a female school in this place taught by a 
Presbyterian lady.*"' 

On motion it was unanimously voted to request Elder 
Ezra Fisher to continue the charge of the school in Ore- 
gon City and that the Board of the A. B. H. M. Soc. 
be requested to continue him as a missionary in this 
place and vicinity at a salary of two hundred dollars a 
year. The Society voted to make an effort to raise four 
thousand dollars the ensuing year to erect a suitable 
school house and to meet the incidental expenses of the 
Society. The Society voted to appoint Elder Richmond 
Cheadle its agent for two months, with a salary of one hun- 
dred dollars per month, to carry the above resolution into 
effect. 

Voted to request the Board of the A. B. H. M. Soc 
to use their influence to procure us a bell, weighing 
from 200 to 500 pounds, and classical books such as are 
in use in literary schools in New England and New York. 

Since the last named meeting the proprietors of the 
claim have agreed to give to the institution about ten or 



aooTbii was Mrs. N. M. Thornton. Bancroft, Hist, of Ort. II :3s. 
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twelve acres more of land lying immediately adjoining 
the site and we hope for a small donation from the ad- 
joining claim.^°' I must renew my private request that 
you find us a well qualified, literary young man and send 
him out to our relief as soon as practicable. I cannot 
think of being long confined five days in seven within 
the walls of a schoolhouse while so much is to be done 
m the ministry and there are so few laborers. But at 
present our brethren have so willed it and I comply from 
a conviction of duty rather than from a desire for the 
office. I wish to leave this matter with God. I trust I 
shall be able to make out my report up to this time next 
week. 

I am as ever your unworthy brother and fellow-laborer in 
Christ's vineyard, EZRA FISHER, 



Received May 27, 1850. 



Missionary in Oregon. 
Oregon City, Feb. 19, 1850. 



Rev. Benj. M. Hill. 
Dear Brother: 

Herein I send you my report of labor under the ap- 
pointment of the Home Mission Society from the 22nd of 
August, 1849, up to the first of Oct. for the term of ten 
weeks, it being the first report which I have made for 
the year commencing the first day of April, 1849. I 
have labored ten weeks in the quarter, preached fourteen 
sermons, delivered six lectures on the subject of Sunday 
schools and religious education, visited religiously fifty 
families and one common school, baptized one, traveled 
to and from appointments 535 miles. The remaining 
items of the report I have been unable to do anything for, 
except that the Sunday school in Clatsop Plains is con- 
tinued with three Baptist teachers and about twenty 
scholars; about 135 volumes in the library. For a more 

301 This donation from the adjoining claim was never made. 
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detailed account of my labors this quarter I refer you 
to my journal, which I forwarded you in December last, 
if I mistake not. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EZRA FISHER, 
Missionary in Oregon. 

Oregon City, Feb. 20, 1850. 

Herein I send you my report of labor for the third 
quarter of the year commencing April 1st, the quarter 
commencing October first, 1849. Labored thirteen weeks, 
preached fourteen times, delivered thirteen Sunday 
school lectures and twenty lectures to my day school, 
attended three church meetings and visited eighteen fam- 
ilies religiously. But have done nothing on the other 
various subjects required in the form of reports in the 
commission. The reason I assign is the circumstance of 
my being called to remove to Oregon City and the new and 
somewhat peculiar relation I have consented to sustain for 
the time being as a teacher in our newly organized school 
for Oregon. 

The time has come when all these benevolent enter- 
prises should have a home in the hearts of all the Bap- 
tists in Oregon and should be responded to by benevolent 
action; and I think something will soon be done on the 
subjects of home missions, foreign missions and the 
Bible cause, as well as for our institution of learning. 
My school has been flourishing the past quarter and num- 
bered between sixty and seventy different scholars. I 
had about ten young men and lads who declaimed each 
two weeks and about 20, male and female, who wrote 
and read their compositions each alternate two weeks. 
Two boys in algebra, one young lady in natural philos- 
ophy, about a dozen in geography and about the same 
number in English grammar, about twenty in arithme- 
tic and two in history. The present term is an unfav- 
orable season of the year. I have taught but one week. 
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have 24 and the prospects fair for about 40 scholars. 
At a meeting of the board of the institution, held in this 
place on the 15th instant, it was resolved to name the in- 
stitution the Oregon City G)llege. 

I will now proceed to give you a report as near as I can 
calculate for the quarter ending April 1st, 1850. My field 
of labor comprises Oregon City, Milwaukie and vicinity. 
I have labored thirteen weeks in the quarter, preached 
sixteen sermons, attended three church meetings. Addressed 
Sabbath schools twelve times, my day school fifteen times 
on religious subjects. Delivered one temperance lecture. 
Visited religiously thirty-five families and individuals. I have 
assisted in the celebration of the Lord's Supper twice ; attended 
one meeting of the Oregon Baptists' Education Society. Have 
the charge of the Sabbath school in Oregon City, with 20 
scholars and four teachers and 200 volumes in the library. 
The remaining requisitions in the instructions I have omitted, 
as nothing is yet done for them. Our congregations in this 
place and Milwaukie are increasing and it seems obvious to 
all our friends at least that the hand of God is in our attempts 
to establish our institution in this place. Marked attention is 
generally paid to the preached word and we fondly hope that 
God will visit us with His spirit, notwithstanding all the rage 
for gold and speculation with which we are surrounded. All 
of which is respectfully submitted. 

EZRA FISHER, 
Missionary in Oregon. 
Received May 27, 1850. 
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Oregon City, Oregon Ter., March 29, 1850. 
Rev. Benj. M. Hill. 
Dear Brother: 

Yours of July 14, 1849, addressed to me in California, con- 
taining a copy of the one you forwarded in June, yours under 
date October 15th, 1849, accompanying my commission bear- 
ing date Apr. 1, 1849, and yours of Dec. 10, 1849, have 
all been received within a few days, the last of which I 
hasten to answer as briefly and as directly as the complicated 
circumstances will admit. You may rest assured that it affords 
us great pleasure in Oregon to have so strong assurances that 
our brethren on the other side of the mountains cherish so 
correct and liberal views in relation to the future importance 
of Oregon and we are still more cheered to discover the 
almost impatient anxiety you manifest in our prompt action 
on the subject of locating and bringing into existence a school 
for the benefit of the Baptists in Oregon. 

I have only to say that when I wrote you in Feb. and July 
the denomination as such in Oregon had not been consulted on 
the subject in any of its peculiar relations and my object in 
writing you from San Francisco was rather to apprise you 
of the course marked out in my own mind for my immediate 
actions than to ask our eastern brethren to aid us immediately. 
But God in His providence has seemed to mark out for us a 
course in an unexpected manner and in a relation which we 
had little anticipated and now we are compelled to yield to 
the manifest providential indications or sacrifice the most 
important local position in the Territory and with it the little 
public confidence we are beginning to secure. This is the only 
point in Oregon where Romanism and Protestantism can be 
brought to bear directly upon each other. The nuns have 
here a school and we understand the Jesuits contemplate 
establishing a college in the immediate vicinity. We have 
good reason to suppose that other denominations would have 
soon fixed upon this place if we had not secured our site 
first. I have already informed you that we have secured a 
land claim immediately adjoining the claim on which Oregon 
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City stands at an expense of $5000. Br, Johnson assumed 
one half of the debt and I paid $1250, which consumed all 
my available means, and we found a friend of mine who 
paid $1250. This was the only method we could hit upon by 
which we could secure anything like a suitable amount of 
land for college purposes near this place without paying 
from $8000 to $15000. We have appropriated about fifty 
acres of the claim, in the most eligible situation and within 
about half a mile of the most populous part of the town, to 
college purposes and the Trustees accepted the same. Since 
I last wrote you we have secured a town lot, 66 feet by 100, 
in a central part of the city as a donation.^"'' This lot is now 
valued at $300. We wish to put on this lot a building, 66 by 
30, two stories, the present season, if possible, to be occupied 
by the school till such time as we can sustain a school on the 
college premises. The building and lot will then sell for more 
than the first cost or, what is rather probable, may be ap- 
propriated to a preparatory department. By this plan we shall 
be able to keep a full school from this time forward, with 
suitable teachers. Should the price of lumber fall, as is prob- 
able it will, we shall labor hard to raise the requisite means 
and build this summer and fall. Yet we have few men in 
Oregon to whom we may look to give us the requisite means. 
Br. Johnson, one other brother and myself have subscribed 
$650 toward that object. Our school now occupies the Baptist 
meeting house and must still occupy it till we can build. We 
also need a boarding house erected so that we can be pre- 
pared to board as cheap as board can be had in the country. 
This must be done or we shall fail of benefiting children of 
Baptist families in the country. Unless funds can be raised 
in the States to the amount of five or six thousand dollars, 
this part of the work must be delayed. Now we think that 
the school itself will afford a good teacher from six hundred 
to a thousand dollars salary. We think we can manage to 
furnish him a garden and other perquisites to the amount 



202 This was lot 8, block 97, of the Oregon City townsite, and was southwest 
of the present Barclay School building. — Clackamas County Deed Records. 
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of from one to two hundred dollars. We think by these 
means, if the friends in the States could raise $200, so that 
he could provide his family clothing at N. York, we can 
sustain a good teacher. We would suggest that he leave 
his measure for all his clothes with you, as it costs 30 dollars 
in California gold to get a coat made at a tailor's shop in 
Oregon and all other sewing is proportionately high. $200 
in New York is worth $1000 here in the line of clothing, etc. 
We must have a teacher well qualified to be a popular 
teacher in a New England Academy and one who wishes to 
make teaching his business for life. It would be desirable 
that he have a wife qualified to teach in the primary depart- 
ment, or to teach a ladies' school. It will be of little use to 
send us a stupid, half-educated man, with little common sense 
and ignorant of human nature. Should he be a good singer, 
and preacher too, it will be all the better. We can find him 
work. We want and must have, if possible, almost every- 
thing necessary to afford facilities for students to prosecute 
their studies without serious inconvenience. We need a 
system of common school books so that we can furnish our 
scholars with the best approved books at moderate prices, 
when they enter the school. Our school will soon have scholars 
commencing a preparatory course and we must therefore have 
text books. We then want common school books, from the 
spelling book to the rhetorical reader. Perhaps Saunders' 
series is as good as you can furnish us. We are now using 
these as reading books, but there are no more to be obtained 
in the country. We are using Thompson's Arithmetic; per- 
haps that is as good as you can send us.^°3 We use Brown's 
and Wells' English grammar. We have a few in natural phil- 
osophy; we use Olmsted's. We have some in algebra and 



203 Jani«s B. Thomson had a number of works on arithmetic published by 
Clark and Maynard, New York. 

Denison Olmsted, of Yale, had a number of works on natural philosophy by 
the same publishers; and by R. B. Collins and E. D. Truemm of Cincinnati. — Amer- 
ican Catalogue for 1876, and 0. A. Roorbach, Bibliotheca Americana. W. H. 
Wells* Grammar was published in Boston, and Goold Brown's Grammar was pub- 
liihed in New York. Ibid. 
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shall soon need a few Latin and Greek grammars, readers, 
and lexicons. Now it seems almost indispensable to our suc- 
cess that we have the most approved works always at hand. 
Can you not find some friends who will send out by our teacher 
on commission a small book store of school books and religious 
and literary works and afford them here for forty or fifty per 
cent profits? They will meet with a ready sale and we can 
find some friend here who will sell them for a small per cent 
for the benefit of the school and Oregon generally, without 
taxing the teacher with this matter farther than receiving 
the funds and forwarding them and conducting the correspond- 
ence. More than a thousand dollars' worth of school books 
were brought to this place about two months since ^°t and they 
are almost entirely sold, so that the country will be out of 
school books in a few weeks. In addition to this we want a 
small, well selected library, comprising histories, voyages, 
travels, literary and scientific works, especially works on the 
natural sciences, mental and moral philosophy, political econ- 
omy, lives, theological standard works, etc.; also a set of 
globes, a small portable telescope and a case of instruments 
to facilitate the study of natural philosophy, surveying, trig- 
onometry, etc. We have already asked you for a bell. We 
repeat that request; if you can find some benevolent friends 
who can send us one of from 200 to 600 pounds weight. The 
Romans regulate the time of our city by their bells. Not a 
Protestant bell in the place. We need nails, hinges, door 
latches and glass sufficient for building a house of the size 
before named and furnishing two school rooms thirty feet 
square. Sash also can be bought and shipped much cheaper 
than they can be bought here. We think you could render us 
essential service, if your Board would take this matter into 
advisement and, when you find the man, commission him to 
travel a few months through some of the most important cities 
and large towns in the free states and solicit funds for the 



»04 Theie w«re brought out by G. H. Atkinson. — George H. Himet. 
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above named object. We want no old, useless books shipped. 
Send us standard works of the most approved authors, if 
you would aid us in giving a sound political, moral and re- 
ligious character to Oregon. 23000 miles is too far to ship 
trash for a literary institution and, I trust, theological school 
for the Baptists in Oregon. 

We intend to raise $5000 or more for this work in Ore- 
gon the present season. We have an agent appointed for 
two months and he will work in the best part of the season. 
I this day introduced the subject to a friend of mine. He 
assured me that he would give us $500 when we got ready 
to circulate our subscription and would also deed us a lot 
in Lancaster, a town just springing into existence on Baker's 
bay on the north side of the mouth of the Columbia, which 
he said was worth $500 more. Surely, thought I, the Lord 
intends to bless our feeble efforts. We feel that we are placed 
by providence now where we cannot leave the work and we 
see no other way but that I must stand in this moral Ther- 
mopylae until you can send us aid. We have reason to expect 
my health must gradually decline under the labor of teaching, 
and preaching every Sabbath. Yet such is the great destitu- 
tion in our whole territory that we feel that it is sinful for me 
to think of leaving the appropriate duties of the ministry. 
There are times in the history of men's Uves in which all the 
energies of the man are called for. This at present is our 
condition in Oregon. This is the time when the demand for 
preparatory work is great, very great. There is scarcely a 
rising town in Oregon where church property and educa- 
tional property would not be donated to the denomination, if 
we had a few more men in the ministry, or, what would be 
still better, a few more wise, active laymen to secure such 
valuable property. 

We hope the brother you appointed for Oregon last Nov. is 
on his way with one or two more fellow laborers. We would 
name Fort Vancouver as a commanding point which should 
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be occupied very soon. Soon immigration will be pouring in 
upon us from over the mountains and by water. Your Board 
must be apprised of this. We have the best evidence that 
gold is abundant in the south part of Oregon, and probably 
our Oregon men will dig near home this season. 

We see that Br. Geo. C. Chandler is about leaving the pres- 
idency of Franklin College.^''5 He is favorably known by us. 
Would it not be right to draw him away from Indiana to the 
charge of our school? Means must not be wanting to in- 
sure us a teacher such as will secure public respect and confi- 
dence? My school numbers about 45 this quarter and will 
be larger from this time forward. Last quarter it was larger. 

We subscribe ourselves. Yours respectfully, 

EZRA FISHER, W. T. MATLOCK, 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees. Clerk of the Board. 

Done by order of the Trustees of Oregon City College. 
Received July 9, 1850. 

Oregon City, Oregon Ter., July 1, 1850. 
To Rev. Benj. M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bapt. Home Mission Soc. : 

Herein I send you my report of labor under the appoint- 
ment of the Home Mission Society for the first quarter end- 
ing June 30, 1850. My field comprises Oregon City and Mil- 
waukie, six miles below Oregon City on the east bank of the 
Willamette, Clackamas County, and Linn County,^"* Washing- 
ton County (formerly Tualatin) immediately across the Wil- 
lamette from Oregon City. I statedly supply the station at 
Oregon City half the time and superintend the Sabbath 
school and teach the Bible class. Supply the station at Mil- 
waukie once each four weeks and supply the station at Linn 
City once each Sabbath three-fourths of the time. I have la- 
bored thirteen weeks the last quarter, preached twenty-five 



205 R«v. George C. Chandler (1807-1881) was licensed by the church in Spring- 
field, Vermont, while the author was pastor there. He went to Indiana in 1838 and 
was president of Franklin College from 1843 to 1850. He came to Oregon in 1851. 
Mattoon, Bap. An, of Ore. 1:73-82. 

206 Linn City was laid off by Robert Moore in 1843. Hist, of Portland, ed. 
by H. W. Scott, p. 78. 
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(25) sermons, delivered one annual address before the Oregon 
Tract Society,^°7 auxiliary to the A. T. Soc., twelve lectures 
to the Sabbath school and Bible class, attended three prayer 
meetings and one three-days' meeting in connection with the 
communion season of the church in this place on the first 
Sab. in May. Visited religiously twenty-three families and 
individuals, visited no common schools, addressed my own 
on moral and religious subjects twenty-seven times. Bap- 
tized none, obtained no signatures to the temperance pledge, 
organized no church, aided in no ordination, traveled to and 
from my appointments one hundred and fifty miles, received 
none by letter or experience, no conversions known, none pre- 
paring for the ministry, except one anti-missionary brother 
who is studying and reciting to me. No monthly concert of 
prayer (I trust this thing will not long be so). 

The people where I labor have done nothing for any of the 
missionary societies. Connected with the places where I 
preach are three Sabbath schools in which the Baptists partic- 
ipate, but only one under Baptist direction. The one at Ore- 
gon City has four teachers, 20 scholars, and 200 volumes in 
the library. I have a Bible class of six scholars. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EZRA FISHER, 

Missionary at Oregon City and vicinity. 

Our association has just closed an interesting session.*"* All 
was harmony; all the delegates were deeply impressed with a 
sense of the importance of ministerial support and passed 
some spirited resolutions on the subject. One small church 
sent up a pledge that they would pay one hundred dollars for 
one fourth of the time for a year, if they could be supplied 
with monthly preaching. Other churches will do as well and 
we now have the hope that before the rainy season sets in al- 
most every church of nominally missionary Baptists in the 



207 This ■"'3' organized in the autumn of 1848 and did some colporteurage 
work. — George H. Himes. 

208 The Association met with the la. Creole Church, June 28-30. — Minutes of 
Willamette Baptist Assn. of Ore. , 
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Territory will have entered into a systematic arrangement of 
their own to sustain preaching part of the time. Yet we have 
serious drawbacks upon our spiritual prospects by means of 
the gold excitement. Some of our leading members and 
many of the men, especially our young men, are off in the 
mines much of the time, and the mind dwells on the thought 
of golden treasures at the expense of all the great moral and 
religious subjects which are indispensable to a happy and re- 
ligious influence. Our citizens are now mining successfully 
in Oregon on the Umpqua and Rogue rivers and gold is 
found above the Cascade Mountains on both sides of the Co- 
lumbia River^"' and it is the opinion of those who have 
visited that region as prospectors that it will also become a 
mining region this fall. 

Our school is quite as flourishing as could be expected in 
the midst of all these exciting causes. Several of the young 
men have gone to the gold regions and one or more will leave 
soon. Yet my average number of scholars, large and small, 
is about 56 the present quarter. I have had 75 different 
scholars since the term commenced, which was on the 27th 
of May. The school calls for all my energies during the 
week. My oldest daughter is almost constantly employed in 
teaching with me. In addition to teaching, for the last eight 
weeks I have spent about one hour each day soliciting sub- 
scriptions for our school building. We shall build the first 
building in the city, on account of obtaining scholars, but 
think we shall be able in two or three years (perhaps sooner) 
to take the department for young men to the college prem- 
ises. We have resolved as a Board to build a house 22 feet 
by 42, two stories, so as to accommodate the school with two 
good school rooms in one story and appropriate the other 
story to a lecture room, 22 by 32, and a room of 10 feet by 
22 for a library, philosophical apparatus or reading room, as 
the case may demand. We have now subscribed $3332 in 
cash and what is called $6500 in Pacific City property. The 



209 This gold was found on bars just above the Cascades of the Columbia. — 
George H. Himes. 
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town property is not available at present and probably is not 
now worth more than twenty cents on the dollar. This sub- 
scription I have obtained, except a few hundred dollars. We 
have an agent, Eld. Richmond Cheadle, in the field for two 
months, so as not to materially interfere with his ministerial 
duties. He has just entered upon the work. We hope he will 
raise for us $2000 or $3000. We think we shall be able to 
raise 500 or 1000 dollars more in this vicinity for this object. 
The hand of the Lord seems to be with us in this work. Yet 
it is extremely expensive building. Lumber is worth at this 
time $55 per thousand feet, delivered, and we have no hope 
of its being lower, and mechanics' work is worth from $10 to 
$12 per day. We are waiting with great anxiety for our teach- 
er and hope his wife may be well qualified to teach a ladies' 
school. The building for our country female seminary is going 
up and teachers will be needed in that and we ought to fur- 
nish our proportion of teachers.^'" The building is to be 60 
by 30, two stories. You will no doubt do what you can for 
us by way of securing a library suited to our present wants 
and, if possible, make arrangements so that we can have a 
small book store kept here so that at all times we can supply 
our own scholars, and all others who may want them, with 
the best approved school books and other popular and stand- 
ard works. Our whole territory is materially suffering for 
want of school books now and the scarcity will be daily in- 
creasing. Our teachers, or one of them, might keep the books 
and sell them without entirely deranging the school. I say 
one of them, for with present appearances, we cannot expect 
to do with less than two teachers from this time forward. 
Beside this, we must have teachers, both male and female, 
through the Territory. Immigration will soon pour in upon 
us from all parts of the world by thousands and we must be 
prepared to meet this extraordinary state of things or ignor- 



2J0 The Clackamas County Female Seminary was the successor of a school 
opened by Mrs. N. M. Thornton, February i, 1847. — Oregon Spectator. 

It was later enlarged, chiefly through the efforts of Dr. G. H. Atkinson, and 
two teachers sent out through Governor Slade of Vermont taught there for a 
time. It became a public school some years later. The site is occupied by the 
present Barclay School.— George H. Himes. 
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ance with vice and luxury will soon work the ruin of this fair 
portion of our great nation. We are looking for some half 
dozen female teachers sent out by the Board of National 
Popular Educational Society.^" We hope that the Society 
will not be made a tool to sustain Congregationalism through 
all our new states and territories. From the nature of the case 
it must be a mighty engine and, unless well guarded, will be 
employed to serve the interests of those sects who manage 
its affairs. A fair proportion of the teachers sent out to the 
West by that Society should be Baptists, or the deficiency 
should be met by direct denominational action on our part, or 
the molding of the minds of the next generation in the mighty 
West is given over into Pedo-baptist hands, or, what is far 
worse, into the hands of the Romans. 

We have not yet contracted the printing of the minutes of 
our Association, but voted to print 300 copies, together with 
an abstract of the minutes of 1848, all of which will about fill 
eight octavo pages. Our printer here will charge us $75 for 
150 copies. I have prepared them for the press and I do not 
know but we shall send to you for printing. We presume the 
work can be done for $12 at most in New Y. The Associa- 
tion voted unanimously to request the Board of the American 
Baptist Home Mission Society to appoint Elder Vincent 
Snelling as their missionary to labor one year within the 
bounds of the Willamette Baptist Association at a salary of 
$200.^" Done by order of the Association. Ezra Fisher, 
Clerk. Yours respectfully, 

EZRA FISHER. 

Oregon City, Oregon, July 10, 1850. 
Dear Br. Hill : 

The steamer Carolina is in with the mail at Portland. I do 
not know how soon she will go out, but probably in two or three 



211 This refers doubtless to the five young women who came out to teach in 
1851. They were escorted by Thurston, the Oregon delegate to Congress, who died 
on th« way out. Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. II:i36. (They were sent by the National 
Board of Education. Gov. William Slade. president, at the solicitation of Dr. 
G. H. Atkinson. — George H. Himes.) 

212 Rev. Vincent Snelling was appointed Aug. i, 1850, by the Home Mission 
Society, for the term of one year. Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore. 1:44. 
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d'ays.*»3 I mail this in haste, hoping to be able to write again 
before the mail is made up a this place. We had a S. school 
celebration in this place on the Fourth. I was called upon to 
deliver the address. The whole business of the day passed 
oflf in order and on the whole a new import to the S. S. cause 
was given. All our schools have increased since that day — 
ours has almost doubled. My school large. Gold on the 
Umpqua and Rogue rivers not found sufficiently plentiful to 
justify digging while the mines are more rich elsewhere. 
Nothing certain as to the quantity of gold up the Columbia. 
I shall send an order for clothing and groceries this mail if 
possible. Yours truly, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received Sept. 6, 1850. 

Oregon City, Oregon Ten, June 17, 1850. 
Rev. Benjamin M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Brother: 

Herein I send you a bill for goods which I wish you to fill 
and forward to me by the first good opportunity you have to 
ship direct to Oregon. I hope you will not ship to California, 
as it costs as much to ship from California to Oregon as it 
does from N. Y. to Oregon. 1 book case and table for writing 
made so that the book case can stand on the table, cherry, 1 
barrel of best brown sugar, 1 ten pound box of green tea, 30 
or 35 yds. of carpeting, not exceeding $1.25 per yd., 1 box 
sperm candles, 1 pair heavy calfskin boots, No. lis, 4 pairs of 
men's good calfskin shoes. No. 10, 4 do. half No. 8's and half 
No. 9's ; 2 pairs thick shoes, 8's and 9's ; 4 pairs ladies' gaiters, 
Nos. 4 and 4>4 each; 1 pair do., No. 3; 4 pairs of ladies' 
shoes, calf, 4 and 4>^; 2 do. Morocco, 4 and 4>^ ; 2 pairs 
ladies' shoes, calf, No. 3; 2 pairs do. girls' Nos. 12 and 13; 



213 In June, 1850, the steamer Carolina (Captain R. L. Whiting) made her 
first run to Portland from San Francisco with mails and passengers. In August 
rile was withdrawn and put on the run between San Francisco and Panama. Ban- 
croft, Hist, of Ore. II: 188. 
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1 pair girls' gaiters, No. 12 ; 4 pairs child's shoes, calf, Nos. 8 
and 9; 1 dress coat; 1 good summer vest and 2 pairs cloth 
pantaloons for me, made to your measure, rather large; 4 
pairs of suspenders for pantaloons; 12 or 15 pairs colored 
lamb's-wool half hose for men; 6 pairs ladies' cotton hose, 
colored; 2 do. alpaca; 3 do. lamb's-wool; 4 do. lamb's-wool 
small, for girl about twelve years old ; 4 do. lamb's-wool hose 
for girls eight or nine years of age; four pairs lamb's-wool 
half hose for children, four or five years old. Let all the 
hose and half hose be colored. 1 bolt of good gingham; 1 
bolt of good worsted, or alpaca, fashionable for ladies' 
dresses, not very light colored ; 20 yds. of lawn, light colored ; 
1 cheap settee, if it will not cost too much for freight; 10 
yds. of Irish linen, fine, for bosoms and collars; 1 bolt cot- 
ton sheeting, bleached, fine; 1 do. unbleached, fine; 2 ladies' 
summer bonnets, trimmed; 2 do. misses' trimmed, age 8 and 
12 years; 1 web of linen edging, half-inch wide; 1 do. 1 54- 
inch wide, a good article; 3 pairs brown linen gloves for 
gentlemen, rather large; 1 pair black kid gloves, gentle- 
men's, rather large; 4 do. ladies' gloves; 2 pairs ladies' 
mitts for summer; 4 do. misses' mitts for girls 8 and 12 
years old; 6 large bottomed chairs and one large and one 
small rocking chair, strong, boxed, ready to set up here; 2 
pairs of silver set spectacles, suitable for my age; 1 hat for 
me, 23J^ inches in circumference on the outside around the 
band; 1 copy of the Comprehensive Commentary, if you 
have not forwarded it to me before this ; 1 pair of brass can- 
dlesticks; 1 do. iron; 1 pair of snuffers and snuffer tray; 6 
German silver dessert spoons, large; 2 boxes of vegetable 
shaving soap, put up in small white earthen boxes; 6 fine 
ivory combs; 1 ladies' parasol; 6 white linen pocket hand- 
kerchiefs; 4 silk pocket handkerchiefs, 4 black silk cravats 
for gentlemen, or 4 yards of good black silk for cravats; 8 
yds. of figured white lace for ladies' caps; 1 bolt of good, 
fine, firm, red flannel; 20 yds. of drab colored cambric for 
facings of dresses; 1 boy's cap for winter, not fur, for boy 
four years old; 12 yds. brown holland, fine article; 15 
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yds. brown toweling; half pound good black sewing silk; 1 
silk and 2 cotton umbrellas; 1 dozen spools of white sew- 
ing thread; lj4 dozen spools of colored thread; half pound 
of black linen sewing thread; 15 yds. good black cassimere 
for men's pantaloons; half ream good letter paper; 1 lb. 
alum; 1 good overcoat for me, rather large for yourself; 1 
dress shawl, worsted, a good article; 4 pounds of Thomp- 
sonian composition,^"'* and a quart of No. Six. We wish 
you to study economy in the purchase of these articles, yet 
we are quite sure that cheap sale articles, for instance shoes 
and boots, ready-made clothes, etc., are very unprofitable; 
they fall to pieces so soon. Sale shoes, for instance, in this 
dry climate often last but a few weeks and sometimes but 
a few days. The taste of people is fast changing and people 
are becoming extravagant in dress and we must be able to 
appear in all circles. You need no further explanations. I 
received no bill of the goods you sent us last and know noth- 
ing how your account stands with me. We want you to fill 
this bill and let us know how we stand. We feel that we 
cannot get along with anything short of what I have ordered, 
in our present condition, and, if this more than covers my 
salary, I must try and raise the funds here some • way to 
meet it. Our necessary expenses and sacrifices to keep the 
institution in operation must keep us exhausted in means un- 
less God by His gracious providence opens doors beyond our 
present knowledge. But we have commenced the work in 
faith and we trust we shall be sustained. We cannot go 
back. The work to us appears more and more important 
every month. We expect the labor of elevating its character 
will be great and the work will advance slowly and with great 
expense, but waiting will be disastrous to our reputation as 
a denomination of Christians in Oregon. We must have help 
in Oregon for this work ! 

Not a word from you in this mail, either to Br. Johnson 



314 This was a famous remedy of that time. 

The formula seems to have been bayberry 2 lbs., ginger i lb., cayenne pepper 
3 oz,, cloves 2 oz. Horton Howard, An Improvtd Systtm of Botanic Mtdicin*, 
Columbus, 1832, p. 370. 
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or myself. Give us at least a male and female teacher be- 
fore next spring, and a good, young minister for Astoria and 
vicinity; a man adapted to rise with the people and mold the 
mind of the people, both morally and religiously. This seems 
to me indispensable, if you will have the Baptist interest 
take deep root at the great commercial point in Oregon.^'5 
Yours with great respect. 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received Sept. 6, 1850. 

Oregon City, Oregon Ter., Sept. 20, 1850. 
Rev. Benj. M. Hill. 
Dear Brother: 

After a long delay I take my pen to write you a kind 
of a general epistle, a part of which must be virtually a re- 
capitulation of some of my former letters. By Divine bless- 
ing my family and Brother Johnson's are all in tolerable 
health. I commenced the fall quarter of our school last 
Monday. We have now fifty suholars; probably we shall 
have an increase next week. My daughter still assists and 
we are yet compelled to have all the school in one room. 
The work on our school building progresses as fast as we 
could expect, in view of the present state of things in our 
country. We have the frame now erected, forty-two feet by 
twenty-two; two stories of ten and eleven feet, and a base- 
ment of wood eight feet in the clear. We shall be able in a 
few days to pay for the timber and work as far as we have 
gone, which will be about $2000. Our financial affairs will 
then stand somewhat as follows : $3000 on subscriptions in 
cash and building materials, town property as subscribed 
$6700, which we estimate worth about $2000 or $2500.^'6 It 
would seem by a glance at our subscription list that there 



215 The reason why the commercial metropolis of Oregon rose at Portland 
instead of Astoria is probably because of the long haul from Astoria to the more 
thickly settled parts of Oregon. It was cheaper to bring ocean ships to the head of 
navigation, Portland, than to make the longer haul overland to Astoria. 

216 The school building completed at so much sacrifice was not used as such 
for more than a few years after the period covered by these letters. It was finally 
torn down in the seventies. The proceeds of such property of the school as could be 
sold were given to McMinnville College. Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore. 1:37. 
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are no serious embarrassments to our moving forward and 
completing so much of the house as will be imperiously 
called for the coming winter and painting the outside. But 
money is daily becoming more scarce with us and we see 
no reason to suppose it will become more plenty. Those who 
went to the mines last year and found gold so plentiful have 
spent their surplus funds and little improvements in agri- 
culture or buildings have been made. Lumber has been in 
little demand in California, the markets there having been 
filled with eastern lumber. Collections must, therefore, go 
on slowly, yet labor and lumber and all kinds of building 
materials are higher here than they are even in California. 
We, however, hope to be able to enclose the house and fin- 
ish two school rooms before the first of January. The super- 
intending of the work must necessarily make some drafts 
upon both Br. Johnson's and my time. He has the superin- 
tending of the building and I have secured about three- 
fourths of the subscription. But a failure in this work would 
prove ruinous to the Baptist cause in the public estimation, 
so far as present appearances indicate. When we have pro- 
ceeded so far as to have finished two school rooms, our en- 
treaties for a teacher qualified to sustain the reputation of 
the first literary school in Oregon will know no denial. To 
me it seems that we shall be brought to a Thermopylae. We 
have taken strong encouragement from your letters and re- 
ports that we shall not be disappointed and we have given 
publicity to our sanguine expectations. Our school also is 
increasing in numbers and improvements and will very soon 
call for the labors of two men in the higher department and 
a teacher in the primary department. This would be the 
case at this time, if we had a boarding-house connected with 
the school where students could board for four or five dol- 
lars per week; but at present board is from $10 to $12 per 
week, washings not included. We need to build a boarding- 
house and find some good eastern family to come and take 
charge of it, who would be satisfied with a steady increase 
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of property and a conviction of being instrumental of great 
good to Oregon and the world. Would to God that such 
a man could be found in some of our older churches who 
would be able and willing to enter into such an enterprise. 
Such a department, well filled, would, no doubt, open the 
way for scores every year to commence an education under 
the influence of the gospel. We ardently hope you will 
spare no ordinary efforts to secure us one teacher at least 
who will stand high in moral and literary attainments. 

We have another subject nearly allied to this, to which 
I wish to call the attention of your Board, because I suppose 
it can be done better through that channel than any other 
now open. It is this: We now have several rising towns 
just beginning to spring up at points which will not fail to 
become important business places. The proprietors of these 
townsites and the citizens will spare no pains, and I had 
almost said means, to build a good school house and sustain 
a good teacher who will give promise of some permanency. 
Now, had we at this time, and from this time forward for 
four or five years at least, a few good Baptist teachers of 
leading minds, they might enter into a profitable business to 
themselves and be exceedingly useful to the cause of Christ 
and general education. Such an enterprise would no doubt 
lay the foundation for the establishment of Baptist churches 
in these towns at a very early period in the history of the 
towns. I know now of a place where a preacher who would 
consent to take a school might grow up with the people, 
and his family, if not large, would be easily sustained from 
the first. The people — men of enterprise — are solicitous on 
the subject. I could now name several such places on the 
Columbia and the Willamette below the head of tide water. 
Our Methodist brethren, ever awake to secure vantage 
ground, are now negotiating with the proprietors of Port- 
land, twelve miles below this place, and will no doubt soon 
have there a school in operation belonging to the Methodist 
Church and built and sustained, so far as funds are concerned. 
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by the proprietors and citizens of Portland.*''' We can 
find employment at this time for more than a dozen good 
teachers in our territory, where they would be well paid and 
at the same time opening the way for fourfold that number 
more. As it respects our want of ministers, allow me to re- 
peat the request with earnestness that your Board make an 
appointment for a minister to labor at Astoria, Pacific City 
and Clatsop Plains as soon as you can find a man who is 
suited to the place. The great commercial city for Oregon 
must rise at the mouth of the Columbia. This must be the 
key to the whole country. We have a fair proportion of Bap- 
tist members and adherents the're, and I shall never rest 
when I think of this place till it is occupied. A Brother 
Newell,^'* formerly a teacher of music in N. Y. and Au- 
burn, is in Pacific City and will probably take his family to 
that place. The Baptist interest is rising in Salem, the seat 
of the Methodist Institute, and a church will be constituted 
in a few weeks at that place.*'' I have referred your Board 
to this place on a former occasion. An efficient minister 
would soon find his support there, by your aid, in a few 
years. This is the best point in all the upper country from 
which to reach all points in the Willamette Valley. Another 
minister is wanted about as much on the west side of the 
river five miles above at a new town called Cincinnati.**" 
This place is in the bounds of the La Creole Church, form- 
erly called Rick-re-All. Two ministers thus located would 
always be near each other to counsel and give aid and at 
the same time would: each have a wide and rich field on each 
side of the river. Another minister is much needed on Tual- 
atin Plains. This is the strongest church in the Ter. and 
would do their duty as they learned it. The immigrants to 



217 This was Portland Academy and Female Seminary. The building was com- 
pleted in November, 1851, largely through the efforts of Rev. J. H. Wilbur. Wm. 
D. Fenton, Father Wilbur and His Work, Ore. Hist. Soc. Quar. X:2i. 

218 George P. Newell (i8i9-i886) was a native of England, but had lived in 
America some years before coming to Oregon in 1850. He was Government Sur- 
veyor and Inspector of Customs at Pacific City for three years, and was for fifteen 
years a deacon in the Oregon City Church. Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore. 1:72. 

219 See note 185. 

220 The town was laid out by A. C R. Shaw. Th» nam* is now Eeli. — 
George H. Himes. 
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California are, many of them, turning their course to the 
Willamette Valley and others to the Puget Sound."' Im- 
migrants are now daily arriving, and every vessel and steam- 
er from California is bringing the disappointed miners; it is 
confidently expected that we shall have our population more 
than doubled before next April. Your Board will soon see 
the necessity of making special effort for Oregon, as well 
as California. I often feel almost worn out in the multiplici- 
ty of my labors, yet I have never felt more the importance 
of working while the lamp burns and throwing all over into 
the hands of the Lord than I have the past summer. God 
has wonderfully blessed my poor frail body with strength 
We are now out of school books. Will you not induce some 
friend of youthful education in Oregon to raise some school 
books — Saunders' series, or Angel's, if better; Thompson's 
arithmetic; a few grammars and books of philosophy, his- 
tory and astronomy, adapted to academies — and have them 
shipped? Could not a society of young men be formed in 
your city who will furnish us with books as we may order 
them, so that we might have time to sell them and refund 
the money, with profit enough to pay them for the labor? 
There are now no school books or singing books suited to 
teach church music in Oregon. Do think of us. 
Respectfully and affectionately yours, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received Nov. 14, 1850. 

Oregon City, Oregon Ter., Oct. 1, 1850. 
The Rev. Benj. M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. Am. Bap. Home Miss. Soc. : 
Herein I send you my report of labor under the appoint- 
ment of the Home Mission Society for the second quarter 
(under the commission bearing date April 1, 1850) ending Oc- 
tober 1st, 1850. I statedly supplied the station in this place 



221 The first American settlement in the Piiget Sound country was in 1845. 
By 1850 there were possibly one hundred American citizens in that region; and 
trade had just begun in American bottoms. The Hudson Bay Company had, of 
course, some in some years before the Americans. — Bancroft, Hist, of Washington, 
Idaho and Montana, pp. 2-17. 
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half of my time and the station at Milwaukie one Sabbath a 
month. Milwaukie is a rising village on the east bank of the 
Willamette near the head of ship navigation and six miles be- 
low this place.^^^ I preached the remainder of the time in this 
place and vicinity. I have labored thirteen weeks in this quar- 
ter, preached 21 sermons, delivered no lectures except to my 
school and Sabbath school. Baptized none, obtained no signa- 
tures to the temperance pledge, have not organized any 
church, aided in no ordination. We established a weekly 
prayer meeting in this place about five weeks since; have at- 
tended all its meetings. Visited religiously twenty famihes 
and individuals, visited no common schools, traveled to and 
from my appointments 40 miles. No persons have been re- 
ceived by letter or by experience and I know of no person who 
has experienced a hope in Christ. No young men in our 
churches to whom I preach preparing for the ministry. Our 
sisters in this place have established a monthly concert of 
prayer for the cause of missions. My people have paid me 
during the quarter $25 for my salary, but nothing for any 
missionary society. I have the superintendence of the Sab- 
bath school in this church and conduct the Bible class ex- 
cept when absent. We have four teachers and about 25 
children; library, about 150 volumes. My Bible class varies 
from four to eight or ten, mostly members of my day school. 
My day school embraces about fifty in an average attencr- 
ance, but I have had 70 different scholars since the present 
quarter commenced, which has now been in progress three 
weeks. My daughter devotes most of her time as an assist- 
ant. Our prospects as a whole are far better for building up 
a permanent interest in this place and the whole Territory 
than at any period since we have been in Oregon. 

Churches are beginning to feel the importance of liberat- 
ing the ministry from secular labor and care. 
I have secured a deed for four town lots in Portland for a 



232 Ocean-going ships stopped coming to Milwaukie about 1853. — George H. 
Himes. 
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Baptist church property.^^3 Since the first of January I 
have paid by way of establishing our school not far from 
$300 in securing the site, $50 to the erecting of a building 
on land, $50 towards ceiling our meeting house and have $100 
more to meet on my subscription for our school building be- 
fore next summer and have given no less than $100 of time 
in soliciting subscriptions and collecting funds for our school 
building. I do not name this to boast of my liberality. But 
we have entered upon the work and there seems to be an im- 
perious necessity laid on the few friends who have taken 
hold of it. The rainy season has commenced and our school 
building is not enclosed. We have therefore to fit up our 
meeting house for the winter. I wish you to send Mrs. Fisher 
the Mothers' Journal and pay for it from my salary. We 
are in great want of religious periodicals to circulate among 
the churches and our members. Numbers of them would 
gladly pay for them, if the proprietors would run the risk 
of conveyance of the money. But they seem unwilling to pay 
their money and forward it and not receive the papers. We 
could obviate this difficulty by ordering you to pay for the 
periodicals from our salaries, but our salaries in N. Y. are 
worth from 75 to 400 per cent more to us than the money is 
here, and, with the great expense of living here and the respon- 
sibilities in carrying on the work before us, we cannot make 
that sacrifice. We will get the subscribers, collect the mon- 
ey and forward it faithfully free of charge for our services, 
if the proprietors of the papers will allow us to forward it 
at their risk. We will also pay the per cent for transporta- 
tion. We feel that after the preaching of the Word, our 
brethren cannot be profited so much in any other way by 
being led into the duties of the consistent Christian as through 
the medium of the Christian press. 

Br. Mahlom Brock has subscribed and paid for the Moth- 



223 The Firat Baptist Church of Portland was not organized until 1855. Mat- 
toon, Bap. An. of Ore. 1:14. Mattoon says that Rev. H. Johnson obtained the 
property for the church in 1850, and gives it as a half-block on the corner of Fourth 
and Aider Streets. Ibid. p. 14a. 
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crs' Journal and the Home Mission Record^^^ and I could 
have numbers of other similar subscriptions, if I could in- 
sure the papers. If you think best to accede to the proposals 
made in this, write me at your earliest convenience. We 
wish to know if the proprietors of the New York Recorder 
and the Mothers' Journal will do the same. We wish you 
to be reminded anew that we are almost discouraged in re- 
lation to the hope of your furnishing us a suitable teacher 
by the opening of spring. God being my helper, I will try 
and sustain the school till you send us a suitable man to 
sustain at least a part of the responsibilities of our school. 
Then again we are entirely out of school books and there 
are none to be had in the country. Cannot you send us 
some? We will sell them so that we can refund the money 
with ten or 20 per cent, perhaps more. 

Then we very much need preachers for the places I men- 
tioned to you in the letter I forwarded to you by the last 
mail. 

I have received no letter from you since the one you sent 
accompanying the commission of the first of April last. 

All which is respectfully submitted in great haste. 

EZRA FISHER, 
Missionary at Oregon City. 
Received Dec. 9, 1850. 

Oregon City, Oregon Ter., Nov. 12, 1850. 
Rev. Benj. M. Hill. 
Dear Brother : 

Yours under date of Sept. 4th, 7th, 9th, together with a 
letter from Rev. Geo. C. Chandler of Aug. 19, were received' 
last mail and I now hasten to answer them in brief so as to 
have them leave by the next steamer. By Divine favor my 
health and that of my family have been unusually good 
through the season, notwithstanding the unusual amount of 

224 "Tht Home Mission Record" was the official publication of the BaptiM 
Home Mission Society and wa» first published in 1849- Bap. Homt Missions in N. 
4m. lSs)-iSSi, p. 54'- 
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labor on my hands. We were much rejoiced to learn that 
you had succeeded in securing the services of our esteemed 
Br. Chandler for Oregon, but regret that he must be so long 
detained from the field so much needing his labors. We 
hoped confidently that I should have been relieved from at 
least a part of the responsibilities of the school before another 
summer opened upon us. But now, should our school pros- 
per as the present signs seem to indicate and we should be 
able to complete our building and open a boarding house at 
moderate charge, we shall have more scholars than two men 
can faithfully teach, unless the common school system should 
go into effect in our city.^^s Should this take effect, our 
school will be reduced in numbers, but not injured in char- 
acter. We must aim at elevating the character of the school 
as fast as the demands of the people require it. We know 
nothing of Mr. Thurston's arrangements with teachers for Or- 
egon City.^^* We as a Board of Trustees for the Oregon 
City College have never thought of corresponding with any 
man or body of men to meet our demands but your Board. 
And we see no good reason at this time for changing our pol- 
icy. We ardently trust that your Board will not let the ap- 
pointment of Br. Chandler fail through any rumor you may 
hear from Boston or Washington. Should a good Baptist 
teacher reach Oregon and find himself disappointed in pros- 
pects, we should of course do what we could to introduce 
him to useful employment, but we have no thought of filling 
this vacancy with any other than the man of your appoint- 
ment. The average number of our school this quarter is be- 
tween 50 and 60 and we have had more than 80 different 
scholars since the quarter commenced. You will see by this 
that I have work enough for one man aside from my min- 
isterial duties. We are obliged to suspend the work of our 
house for a few weeks in consequence of the sickness of Sis- 



225 This refers to the efforts made in 1849 to establish a public school system 
in Oregon City. Rev. G. H. Atkinson was appointed school commissioner, but the 
system of free graded schools was deemed too expensive, and the "female semi- 
nary" was opened instead. Mrs. E. E. Dye, in Joseph Gaston, Portland, Its History 
and Builders, Portland, 191 1; 1:665. 



226 See note 211. 
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ter Johnson, which has necessarily engrossed Br. Johnson's 
time and care for the last four weeks, but hope the work will 
soon be progressing. But the rainy season will not allow us 
to hope to be able to occupy the building till the opening of 
another spring. Our lumber is all green and it is becoming 
difficult to collect subscriptions fast. 

The peculiar features of the Oregon land bill make it un- 
safe for us to leave the college claim unoccupied after the 
first day of next month.^^? It therefore devolves upon me 
to move onto the claim. The erecting a temporary house 
claims some of my time, when it is much needed to forward 
the work of our school house, but we trust God will give us 
patience and strength to go through this part of the work. 
I trust you will make good use of Br. Chandler's time while 
in the old states in making him acquainted with the most 
efficient patrons of education and securing so much of public 
favor as will insure to our institution that kind of aid which 
must be derived from abroad.^^* I mean books and necessary 
apparatus. School books at this time cannot be had in Oregon. 
This day four scholars were taken out of my school purely 
because no school books could be obtained in the country. 
And, unless we get books soon, similar cases will be no un- 
common occurrence with us. 

November 16. — Arrangements should be entered into im- 
mediately to keep our school supplied with school books, at 
least, without fail. I wrote you on this subject in my last. 
We should be kept constantly advised of the best systems of 
common school books and classical text books. I hope Br. 
Chandler will make the necessary arrangements with some 
book store or young men's association to meet our wants. I 
have written the Cor. Sec. A. B. Publication Society on the 
importance of supplying Oregon in part with religious read- 



227 The organic act organizing Oregon Territory had made void all titles ob- 
tained under tiie laws of the provisional government. By the donation land law of 
1850 a four-years' residence was required before title could be obtained to the lands 
granted under it. Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. 11:260-261. 

228 Mr. Chandler originally came to Oregon to take charge of the school in 
Oregon City. Mattoon, Bap. An. of Ore. 1:76. See also note 205. 
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ing. That Society has had a missionary agent in Oregon 
more^^9 than a year whe.n money has been plenty and books 
scarce and almost everybody asking for religious books and 
the agent not a book to sell. And that too, when the agent 
could probably do ten times the amount of work for the 
country with his buggy of books by visiting and preaching 
and selling truth from house to house that he will unaided by 
this valuable auxiliary. I venture the opinion that no part of 
the union has opened a more inviting field for this work than 
this territory. In addition to this, we have not a church of our 
order in the country with half a supply of hymn books, and 
no note books.^^o All this with a people who are every day be- 
coming more and more conscious that their children must be 
put on an equality with the rising generation on the Atlantic 
coast. Our gold is fast going to build up eastern cities and en- 
rich the old states and we shall be less able to patronize this 
cause than at this time and there will be greater difficulties in 
training the people to a spirit of enlarged benevolence. Could 
our colporter be furnished with such works as he might order 
it would be a source of great influence to every Baptist min- 
ister in Oregon, of incalculable benefit to fortify the public 
mind against error and afford a good profit to the Society. 
Please urge this matter upon the consideration of that Soc.'s 
Board. Immigration is rapidly coming in by land and by wa- 
ter.^31 It is now time for Christians to work. I hope your 
Board will appoint Br. Snelling as your missionary ; it will do 
good, more so than a man of the same ability from the States. 
For explanation on this subject I refer you to Br. Johnson's 
letter. I should write to Br. Chandler, but I know not where 
to direct a letter at this time. If he comes with an ox team, 
let him have good, substantial oxen of 4, 5 and 6 years of 
age.^32 Horses will do if he gets good ones and comes in 



229 This was Rev. Richmond Cheadle. Sec note i88. 

230 The "note books" refer to books giving the music for the hymns. 

231 The immigration of 1850 amounted, so Bancroft says, to about eight thou- 
sand, Hist, of Ore. II: 174. 

This is four times the estimate of F. G. Young. See note 305. Young'i 
estimate, however, probably refers only to those who came overland. 

232 Mr. Chandler finally came overland, but some of his goods came by Ma. 
Se« letters of Sept 3, and August 8, 1851. 
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the first train, which he should do by all means, and start 
as early as he can travel, and take along with him oats and 
corn to feed his team principally for the first month, before 
the grass starts much. Drive moderately at first, have plenty 
of teams so that two horses may travel behind the wagon, 
and exchange horses each alternate day, and work each pair 
of horses two days in succession. Let provisions be selected 
in proportion to the amount of nutrition they contain to the 
pound. Let him take dried fruit, dried beef and the fattest 
pork he can find without bone, well cured. Let him take 
nothing heavy, except clothing, and send his books by water, 
put up so that they will not get wet. Let him have good In- 
dia rubber cloths to sleep on and under. Tell him to take 
special care of his team and, if he comes with horses, never 
let them go to hunt stray cattle, if he can avoid it and keep 
peace with the caravan. Tell him to be sure to cross at or 
nf^ar Council Bluffs and keep the north side of the Platte all 
the way and never touch the old road till he reaches the 
Sweet Water and he will save several days' travel and avoid 
all the bad water courses. I speak advisedly on this subject. 
If he comes with a horse team, he should have mares. He 
will need much grace, but if he does not take too much care 
and labor on himself the journey will be pleasant and healthy 
to himself and family. May God bless him and his and make 
them a lasting blessing to Oregon. 

Yours affectionately, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received Jan. 25, 185L 

Oregon City, Ore., Jan. 17, 1851. 
To Rev. Benj. M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. of Am. Bap. Home Mis. Soc. 
Dear Brother: 

Herein I send you my report of labor under the appoint- 
ment of the Home Mission Society for the quarter ending 
January 1st, 1851. 

I have labored thirteen weeks in the quarter in the work 
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of the ministry, so far as I could in connection with my varied 
and urgent duties with our school, preached 20 sermons, de- 
livered twelve lectures to our Sabbath school and Bible 
classes, attended 14 prayer and church meetings, visited 
religiously 15 families and other persons, weekly recommend 
the cause of Christ to my school, visited no common school, 
baptized none, obtained no signatures to the temperance 
pledge direct; no church organized, attended no ordination; 
traveled to and from my appointments 20 miles; no persons 
have been received by letter or experience; no hopeful con- 
versions; no young men preparing for the ministry; monthly 
concert not observed as yet. My people have paid during 
the quarter nothing for any missionary or benevolent society; 
I have received ten dollars for my salary; our people have 
paid $150 to ceil our meeting house, which is still our school 
room. Connected with the churches to which I preach are 
two Sabbath schools, one in this place under my charge 
having five teachers and 25 scholars, with a library of about 
150 volumes; the other is a mixed school, about ten of the 
children from Baptist families and one or two of the teachers. 

N. B. — I have not reported the number of the members 
received to the church in this place as Br. Johnson acts as 
moderator, is present at all our church meetings and has 
undoubtedly reported them. They shouldn't be reported 
twice. I have reported the state of our Sabbath school be- 
cause this work rests on me. While I am necessarily em- 
ployed as teacher and have the care of the school on my 
hands, I must confine my labors to this place and vicinity. 
I preach one Sabbath in four at Milwaukie where our pros- 
pects are flattering for building up a good church in the 
course of the coming year. We contemplate commencing 
our labors in Portland, a commercial town of 800 or 1000 
souls, twelve miles below this, in a few months. Till Brother 
Chandler arrives it seems indispensable that Brother Johnson 
and myself make this place our residence. The cause of 
temperance is at this time on the ascendant in our city. We 
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are holding weekly meetings, with encouraging prospects. 
One of my scholars succeeded last week in obtaining about 
fifteen names of his fellow students to the pledge. Our sisters 
sustain a monthly prayer meeting. 

The passage of the Oregon Land bill is operating tempor- 
arily against our school by calling some of our supporters 
with their families to leave ' town and settle on their land. 
Yet our school this quarter numbers about fifty and is in- 
creasing. We think we shall feel the effect of the bill still 
more through the coming summer, probably not longer. Our 
school building moves forward slowly. Money is constantly 
becoming more scarce and we find it hard collecting sub- 
scriptions, yet our motto is Onward. As soon as the days 
become a little longer and the traveling improved I intend, 
God granting, to take the subscription paper mornings and 
evenings and try what can be done by way of collecting and 
enlarging the subscriptions. 

Perhaps we shall have to secure the labors of some person 
for two months in this work during the season. We have 
contracted for enclosing the house and that work is on the 
way and the house will be ready for painting as soon as the 
rainy season passes. We shall not be ready to occupy the 
house before June, perhaps Aug. or Sept. We trust we shall 
not fail of receiving a reinforcement in Br. Chandler, and we 
hope others. It is ruinous to abandon this work or even to 
suspend operations at this time. We could better do it after 
the house is completed. Should we suspend at this time, the 
public would say this people attempted to build and were 
not able, we should lose public confidence, consequently 
pecuniary aid, and our unfinished work would mock us. At 
present we are assured that we are securing public approba- 
tion. Our community is weekly increasing with an energetic, 
enterprising people, and the demand for ministerial labor 
this year will be triple that of last summer. I am in a strait 
betwixt the two, but I see no other way than to hold to the 
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school till relief conies, preach as much as I can and leave 
all with God. I moved to our College claim the 29th of Nov. 
Yours in gospel bonds, 

EZRA FISHER, 
Missionary at Oregon City. 
Received March 10, 1851. 
On Margin: 

N. B. — I have received no letter from you since the one 
under date of Sept. 4th and 7th informing me of Br. Chand- 
ler's appointment. I have answered them. 

Oregon City, Feb. 17, 1851. 
Rev. Benj. M. Hill, 

Cor. Sec. A. B. H. M. Soc. 
Dear Brother: 

Yours under date Oct. 19th, Nov. 11th and Dec. 9th have 
all come to hand, together with duplicates of the invoice of 
goods and bills of lading of the same on board the bark 
Francis and Louisa. We hope they may arrive safe in the 
month of April, but I have taken my pen in haste, worn out 
with fatigue, to make another application to your Board for 
a re-appointment for one year. I will here insert a copy of 
the requests from the church in this place and from the 
Board of Trustees of the Oregon City College. 

At the regular church meeting Feb. 1, 1851, voted to 
recommend Elder Ezra Fisher to the Board of the A. B. H. 
Mission Socy. for re-appointment to labor in this place and 
vicinity for the term of one year. 

F. A. COLLARD,^33 HEZEKIAH JOHNSON, 

Clerk. Mod. 

Oregon City, Feb. 6th, 1851. 

This is to certify that at a meeting of the Trustees of the 

Oregon City College held at the Baptist meeting house in 

said city on the day and year first aforesaid, it was agreed to 

recommend to the Board of the A. B. H. Mission Soc. Elder 



333 F. A. Collard came to Oregon in 1847. He later served three terma in 
the legislature. Hist, of Wiltamtttt Valley, p. 669. 
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2zra Fisher as their missionary in Oregon for the term of 
one year from the first day of April next. 
W. T. MATLOCK,»34 e. FISHER, 

Secretary. Chairman. 

My labors will be one fourth of the time in this city, 
probably one fourth of the time at Linn City on the opposite 
side of the river from this city, one fourth of the time at 
Milwaukie, at the request of brethren there, and part of the 
time at Portland. It seemed to me desirable that Br. 
Johnson should continue his labors in this place the coming 
year. I therefore moved his call to the pastoral care of our 
little church. I shall find all the labor I can possibly per- 
form with my school on my hands. We are advancing slowly 
with our school house. It is a hard time to collect, and 
almost all our men are going to the mines this spring. Very 
extravagant reports come from the Klamath mines, pretty 
well authenticated, of very rich mines of gold on the waters of 
that stream.^35 Probably two thirds of the men in the terri- 
tory will go for gold during the spring, if we receive no coun- 
ter reports. At present the whole community is in a high 
state of excitement. We think things will become settled 
within a few months and hope the farming community will 
return permanently to their farms. We shall do all we can, 
in connection with all our other cares, this spring and the 
ensuing summer to carry the work (of building) forward and 
hope to have two rooms ready for occupancy before the ar- 
rival of Brs. Chandler and Read. Our school has already 
suffered the loss of several of the young men from the gold 
excitement, and more will go to the mines. Yet they will 
probably return in the fall, at least a part of them. Labor 
will be extravagantly high the coming season and lumber 
will be scarce. We dait not oppose the providences of God 



a34 W. T. Matlock was several times a member of the territorial legislature. 
He was a delegate to the first Republican state convention, and was at one time 
receiver of the U. S. Land Office. Bancroft, Hist, of Ore. 11:72, 143, 158, 296, 418, 
45S. 

235 Gold was first found in the tributaries of the Klamath in the spring of 
1850. In July discoveries were made on the main Klamath. Bancroft, Hist, of Ort. 
11:185. 
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in this new excitement and we think we can better calculate 
on results than when the mines were first discov- 
ered in California. Our men will not leave our Territorj; 
immigration is constantly pouring in upon us. The mining is 
to be done in our own territory and in six or eight months 
our valley will be thronged with immortal beings. Gold will 
either be plentiful or labor will be comparatively cheap. The 
world's wickedness will be thrown upon us. How much 
we need strong faith and warm hearts to meet and conquer 
the enemy by love ! 

Our school numbers about fifty this term. When our re- 
inforcement arrives we hope to make such a disposition of 
the labor as will most glorify God. Brother Johnson and 
myself have concluded to order the Home Mission Record 
as fast as we obtain subscribers and pay for the paper out 
of our salary at N, Y. till it amounts to five dollars each, 
and that will be as much as will meet the wants of our 
brethren in Oregon the present season probably. We would 
gladly do ten fold that amount, if we were able, but our 
family expenses are great and we are economizing to the 
extent of our abilities to meet the claims of our schools and 
secure public confidence. I trust God will carry us through 
and bless the efforts. 

I herein send you the names of Mahlom Brock, Oregon 
City Post OfEce, and J. D. Garrett and Hector Campbell, 
Milwaukie Post Office, as subscribers for the Home Mission 
Record. Please forward them to said offices. 

Give my sincere thanks to Dr. Williams's* for consti- 
tuting me a life member of your Society. I am altogether 
unworthy the honor of that distinguished servant of Christ. 
The Lx)rd multiply his means and enlarge his liberality to 
this great Christian enterprise. My personal thanks to Dr. 



336 This was probably Rev. William R. Williams, at that time pastor of the 
Amity Street Baptist Oiurch of New York City. A«. Encyc. XVI;64i. 

A person could be made a life member of the Home Mission Society by the 
payment of $30.00. — Bap. Home Missions in N. Am. iSsi-iSSi, p. 350. 
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Cone^37 for the donation to our College library. When the 
books arrive, the Board will take action on the subject. 
Yours with esteem, 

EZRA FISHER. 
Received April 21, 1851. 



»37 This was Rev. Spencer Hcm|!htoo Cone, D. D. (1785-1855). He was a 
leading member of the Baptist denomination at this time, and pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of New York City. — Am. Encye., V. j»o. 



